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Tendring District Council supports local businesses and recognises that advertising is 
vitally important to promoting them. However, the Council also wants to promote the 
wellbeing of pedestrians and all those that use our Town Centre pavements.

This leaflet sets out some guidance notes for Tendring businesses for the display of 
‘A’ Boards outside their premises.

Checklist - Do’s ✓

Why we need guidelines

'A' Boards on public footways / highways will only be tolerated when the 
following checklist is followed:

	 No larger than the standard A1 in size (637mm x 1100mm x 800mm)
	 At least 2 metres of unobstructed footway width must be maintained 			 
	 It is positioned immediately in front of the shop (see diagram below)
	 It is sufficiently heavy in weight to avoid being blown or knocked over
	 It is portable to allow for re-siting
	 If the business has its own private forecourt It should be placed within the confines  
	 of this forecourt
	 It is positioned within the curtilage of the property to which it relates
	 Only 1 per business (but a maximum of 2 if the length of the frontage allows)
	 It is kept clean and tidy and all adverts appear professional looking
	 Any content is unlikely to cause offence
	 It is only displayed whilst the premises are open for business
	 Sufficient public liability insurance cover in place
	 In Conservation areas, it should, wherever possible, reflect the character and  
	 appearance of that Town
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If Tendring District Council find that these guidelines are disregarded, 
they will have the authority, on behalf of Essex County Council 

(who are responsible for all public highways in the district) to remove them

Checklist - Don’ts ✗
'A' Boards should not:

	 Obstruct access to bus stops, taxi ranks or other frontages
	 Obstruct access to service covers or apparatus
	 Be sited anywhere other than in front of the shop (see diagram bottom left)
	 Be placed on or near tactile paving or dropped kerbs
	 Obscure the visibility of highway users on or near a junction
	 Obscure traffic signs or road markings
	 Be secured, chained or leant against any street furniture
	 Make it difficult for pedestrians or pushchair, wheelchair or mobility scooter users to  
	 use the footway safely
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This leaflet has been kindly sponsored by Signs Made Easy

Working together with businesses 
to ensure a safer community

For all enquiries please contact:
Tendring District Council Planning Enforcement
Council Offices
Thorpe Road, Weeley
Clacton-on-Sea
CO16 9AJ
Tel: 01255 686120
Email: planning.enforcement@tendringdc.gov.uk
www.tendringdc.gov.uk


