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B(i) General Background 
 
Martello Tower F was originally constructed in the early 19th century as part of a chain of coastal 
artillery forts designed to protect the coastline against the threat of invasion.  It is one of the few 
remaining Martello Towers in the area and holds both Grade II listed and Scheduled Ancient 
Monument status, reflecting its architectural and historical significance.  The Tower has 
previously been used as a petting zoo and a café, and planning permission was granted in 2020 
for its use as a wedding venue and conference centre. 
 
Following the departure of the previous tenant, this tender seeks a new tenant with a fresh 
vision for this property.  Proposals should include a plan for initial and ongoing maintenance, 
as well as how this will be funded.  Any change of use proposals and plans for the property will 
need to gain consent from Historic England, Planning Permission and Tendring District Council 
Property Team as Landlords. 
 
We will be hosting open days on the 29th October and the 5th November, if you would like to 
book a viewing, please contact the property team on 01255 686200 
 
Please note that it is the tenant’s responsibility to apply for all relevant licences relating to the 
sale of food and/or alcohol, details for which are as follows:  
 
Email: fhsadmin@tendringdc.gov.uk 
 
Address: Environmental Services (Food, Health and Safety Team) 
Town Hall 
Station Road  
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex 
CO15 1SE 
 
Phone Number: 01255 686767 
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B (ii) Planning Statement   
(Prospective purchasers must not rely on this information but should make their own 
enquiries to satisfy themselves as to any site development potential) 
 
1. The Site and Location 
 
The site is located on Marine Parade West in Clacton on Sea.  The area surrounding the tower 
contains the Clacton Hospital Complex, residential neighbourhoods, and various commercial 
businesses.  The main road to the front of the property is a well-used public transport route, 
which offer convenient access and substantial parking. The Tower itself is within walking 
distance of both the beach and the town centre. 
 
2. Development Potential 
  
Planning  
 
In line with Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2014, planning 
decisions must be taken in accordance with the 'development plan' unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise. The requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) are such a material consideration. 
 
Paragraph 225 of the NPPF allows local planning authorities to give due weight to adopted 
albeit outdated policies according to their degree of consistency with the policies in the NPPF. 
Paragraph 48 of the NPPF also allows weight to be given to policies in emerging plans 
according to their stage of preparation, the extent to which there are unresolved objections to 
relevant policies and the degree of consistency with national policy. 
 
On 9 October 2017 Tendring District Council, along with Braintree and Colchester Councils, 
submitted their Local Plans and accompanying documents to the Planning Inspectorate.  
Due to strategic cross-boundary policies and allocations, Tendring, Braintree and 
Colchester’s Local Plan share an identical Section 1. As a result of this, Section 1 will be 
considered through a joint examination. 

Tendring specific policies and allocations can be found within Section 2 of the Local Plan, 
this will be considered through a later separate examination.  In accordance with Regulation 
22 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, 
documents were submitted to the Planning Inspectorate to support the examination of the 
entire Plan 
 
Under the adopted Local Plan, the site lies within the Clacton-on-Sea Conservation Area and 
is designated as a Priority Area for Coastal Tourism.  It also falls under the category of tourism-
related facilities along Clacton Seafront.  
 
Please note that in respect of planning advice, prospective bidders are encouraged to 
make their own enquiries directly to appropriate officers in the Planning Services 
department of the Council. In all cases any purchaser will need to seek any planning 
permission required, at their own cost and risk, following acquisition. All uses will be 
considered broadly in line with the above planning policy and in consultation with the 
Planning Department. 
 
Planning Department 01255 686161 
 
  


