
Seagulls: Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Is there anything that can be done about the noise seagulls make?  
 
There is very little that can be done to prevent seagulls from causing a disturbance through the 
noise they can make. Proofing a building or structure can deter the birds from roosting or 
nesting and this can cause birds to search for another suitable place to roost or set up a nest. 
Where birds have settled on an adjacent building and are causing problems you should speak 
to the owner or occupier of the building and ask them whether they would be willing to consider 
proofing their property. It is likely that the birds are also causing a disturbance there.  
 
Any commercial pest control contractor would usually be happy to advise you in this respect.  
 
What can be done about fouling?  
 
Again, other than proofing premises against alighting birds there is very little that can be done.  
 
What can be done about gulls that swoop on people and try to attack them?  
 
Gulls will often try to snatch food from people, especially when people are dining outside or 
walking along the street eating and this can be very frightening. However, when gulls are 
rearing young chicks they can become quite aggressive and will attack anyone whom they 
consider a threat to their offspring.  
 
Where birds are actually attacking people and it is considered that the birds are a threat to the 
health and safety of the public, it is possible that a ‘general license’ will be granted by Natural 
England to a competent pest control professional, acting on behalf of the owner or occupier of a 
building. However, all other non-lethal methods of control must have been considered before a 
license is granted.  
 
Can I prevent seagulls from alighting or nesting on my property? 
 
Proofing is the only available method for deterring gulls from using a building as a nesting or 
roosting site and proofing can involve:  
 

Netting. This is used to protect the face of a building, the spaces between a sloping roof and 
a light-well etc.  
 

Post and wire systems. These consist of metal wire or nylon filament and are used in a 
‘criss-cross’ pattern to cover a flat roof and ridges to deter gulls from alighting or roosting.  
 

Spike systems. Pre-fabricated plastic or stainless steel tines which are spaced along a strip 
of material and protrude vertically to deter birds from alighting or roosting. This method is 
perfect for proofing rain hoppers, small parapets, window sills, chimney stacks and rows of ridge 
tiles.  
 

Electric systems. This is a fairly new concept which involves laying lines of insulated copper 
strips that conduct a small electrical charge which gives alighting birds a ‘jolt’ and causes them 
to fly off. There are many competent service providers around who can advise on what needs to 
be done and how much the work may cost.  
 



What can I do about seagulls nesting on my property?  
 
Gulls are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. However if there are public health 
or public safety concerns, a General Licence may be issued by Natural England to allow control 
measures to be taken or for further advice you could contact Natural England by telephone on: 
0845 601 4523. The license allows an owner / occupier or person authorised by them to take, 
damage or destroy nests, take eggs or kill birds in accordance with the requirements and 
conditions set out in the Licence.  
 
The sorts of scenario that could pose a risk to health and safety might involve birds nesting on 
or over a boiler ventilation flue, resulting in a build-up of noxious fumes. Problems involving bird 
noise, fouling and property damage are not reasons for which a license will be granted.  
 
The responsibility for resolving any gull problem is yours if you are the owner or occupier of an 
affected building. The cost of any works required to resolve the problem will also have to be met 
by the owner / occupier.  
 
What can the local Authority do to help residents/businesses who are affected by gulls?  
 
The local authority has no responsibility and can only provide the advice contained on these 
pages.  
 
Is it illegal to feed seagulls?  
 
It is not illegal to feed seagulls. However, doing so will encourage birds to remain in the area 
and cause problems for other residents, businesses and members of the public. More 
importantly, bird feeding encourages other pests like rats, mice and foxes.  
 
What can be done about seagulls ripping open refuse sacks? 
 
Gulls now associate plastic refuse sacks with food and they will easily rip open sacks and spill 
the contents around the area, often attracting rats and mice. Household waste should only be 
put out on the collection day and it is recommended that they should be stored in a pest proof 
receptacle prior to collection day. 
 
Our Waste Management Team encourage residents to increase recycling by removing food 
waste from the refuse sacks, participating in the weekly kerbside food waste collection scheme 
using the gull proof food caddies. Additionally and in conjunction with the Clacton Town 
Partnership, reusable seagull proof bags have been piloted in the Clacton Town centre area, 
which protect the refuse bags from attack by the scavenging gulls before their collection by the 
refuse contractor. 

 
Injured Birds? 
 
Gull chicks sometimes fall out of the nest and end up lying on the ground. Unless the chick is 
injured it should remain where it is and the parent birds will continue to look after it. If the bird is 
injured it can be moved a short distance away from traffic or predators and the RSPCA should 
be contacted.  


