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INTRODUCTION

THE TENDRING LANDSCAPE

The Tendring Peninsula, the most easterly point of the county of Essex, is an
irregular shaped peninsula, about 13 miles in length and width, and drained by
many rivulets flowing to the sea (see Figure |.1, Volume I). ltis bounded on the
north by the estuary of the river Stour, which separates it from Suffolk; on the east
and south by the North Sea; and on the west by the estuary of the river Colne and
the Borough of Colichester. The port of Mistley/Manningtree is on the Stour, and
that of Brightlingsea is on the Colne. The seafaring port of Harwich occupies the
promontory of land which extends into the North Sea at the mouth of the Stour;
and about 5 miles to the south is the termination of the long promontory of the
Naze. Sheltered between the two promontories is a wild and remote bay of
winding creeks and saltmarsh known as Hamford Water.

Inland, the peninsula is a large scale open piain, drained by a number of brooks that
flow within hidden river valleys. These river valleys provide local landform
interest. Little more than a century ago, a large portion of the land was covered
with woodland, and full of swampy ground, but is now well drained and highly
cultivated. The long, curved coast along the south-east of the district is called the
"Essex Sunshine Coast", having many clean sandy beaches and a dry climate. This
coastline has been developed over the last hundred years resulting in a string of
small resorts, the most famous of which is Clacton-on-Sea, and all of which are
accessible by train from Colchester (or London's Liverpool Street).

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

The Countryside Character Initiative came about because it was recognised that
there was a need for a new approach to landscape assessment which would look at
the whole of England's countryside, rather than just specific designated areas, and
provide a consistent national framework for more detailed local landscape
assessments. The hierarchy of assessments is iflustrated overleaf,
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HIERARCHY OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

National Level (Countryside Agency, English Nature
and English Heritage 1999)
Joint Countryside Character Areas (1:250,000)

County Levei (Essex County Council 2001)
County Types (1:50,000)
County Character Areas (1:50,000)

District Level (Tendring District Council 2001)
District Types (1:25,000/1:10,000)
District Character Areas (1:25,000/1:10,000)

l.4. The Countryside Agency has mapped the whole country into |59 separate,
distinctive character areas. The features that define the landscape of each area are
recorded in individual descriptions that explain what makes one area different from
another and shows how that character has arisen and how it is changing. Tendring
District is covered by four different Countryside Character Areas, although the
majority of the district is covered by two of these: Area No. 81: The Greater
Thames Estuary and Area No. 111: The Northern Thames Basin (see
Figure 1.3, Volume |).

1.5, At the County level this classification is being refined to inform landscape planning
decisions at a county scale. The Essex Landscape Character Assessment is
currently in progress and forms a framework into which this, the district tandscape
character assessment, fits. Appendix 3 (Volume 1) iliustrates the fit between the
county and district scale assessments. '

I.6.  The district assessment also takes account of the work contained in more detailed
studies:

»  Countryside Agency (1993) Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB:

» Countryside Agency (1997) The Dedham Vale Landscape;

»  ADAS/MAFF (1994) The Essex Coast ESA: Landscape Assessment;

*  Essex County Council (2001) Mid-Essex Coast Landscape Assessment.

I.7. The district assessment should, in turn, provide the framework for more detailed
local studies such as Village Design Statements, prepared by the focal community.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1.8. This study has five principal objectives:
* toinform policy formulation in the current Local Plan Review:;
* toinform decision making in the development control process;
* to guide landscape management decisions:
* to promote public awareness of landscape character in Tendring District; and

* to provide the basis for adoption as Supplementary Planning Guidance.

METHODOLOGY

1.9. The method for undertaking the landscape character assessment follows the
accepted method promoted by the Countryside Agency as set out in the
document Interim Londscape Character Assessment Guidance [999. This is
summarised in the diagram in Figure 1.2. Volume 1.

.10, The study has been prepared within the framework set by the Agency's
Countryside Character Initiative as shown on the Character of England Map (see
Figure 1.3, Volume ). Itis also compatible with the emerging results of the
parallel Essex county-wide assessment.

[.1'l. The process for undertaking the study involved five main stages:

data collation:

* characterisation:
» field survey;
*  consuftation: and

s evaluation.

Data Collation

.12, This stage involved the collation and mapping of a wide range of existing
information on the characteristics of Tendring, including physical, ecological,
historic/cultural and planning information.

Physical: geology, topography, soils, hydrology and agricultural fand classification,

Ecological: Ramsar sites, Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection
Areas (SPA), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (S8S1), ancient woodland inventory,
Essex Biodiversity Action Plans (BAP} and Habitat Action Plans (HAP) and Sites of
Interest for Nature Conservation {SINC).

Historic/Cultural: Conservation Area boundaries and appraisals, English
Heritage's registered historic parks and gardens, Scheduled Ancient Monuments
{SAM). '
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13,

[.14.

.15

.16,

I.18.

GIS was used throughout the study as a tool for collating, manipulating and
presenting data,

Characterisation

The process of characterisation drew together all the information outlined above,
to develop a draft classification. The approach follows best practice as
promoted by the Countryside Agency in the Interim Landscape Character Assessment
Guidanice 1999 in maintaining a clear distinction between landscape types and
landscape character areas, and developing a hierarchical approach as follows:

Landscape Types: which are generic and share common combinations of
geology, topography, vegetation and human influences, e.g. River Floodplain or
Open Coastal Marsh.

Character Areas: which are single and unique, discrete geographicat areas of a
landscape type, e.g. Holland Brook Floodplain or Colne Estuary Marshes,

The draft classification was presented and discussed at a steering group meeting.
This highlighted issues that required further refinement and appraisal during the
field survey.

Field Survey

The field survey appraised the draft classification and collected additional data. A
systematic and rigorous approach was adopted, recording information on tailored
field survey sheets and involving a comprehensive photo record. This allowed
verification and fine-tuning of the classification of landscape types and character
areas, and recording of landscape characteristics, condition, ey trends and forces
for change visible in the landscape. An example of a field survey sheet is provided
in Appendix | of volume 1.

Boundaries: The boundaries of the landscape character areas were mapped
accurate to 1:25,000, except in selected sensitive locations where the lines were
mapped accurate to 1:10,000 scale. This more detailed scale of mapping applies to
the upper boundary of the Hamford Coastal Slopes (3A) and the upper boundary of
the Stour Valley System (6A). Some boundaries indicate transitions rather than
marked changes on the ground, for example the boundary between the St Osyth
Coastal Ridge (4D) and Clacton and the Sokens Clay Plateau (8B).

Consultation

A process of public consultation was undertaken, in association with the Rural
Community Council for Essex, with support from the Countryside Agency., The
purpose of the exercise was to strengthen the landscape character assessment by
obtaining valuable information from the focal community which would not

‘otherwise come to light, such as local perceptions. The process of consultation

aiso helped build local understanding of the process of landscape character
assessment, its value and applications.

Three half-day participatory workshops were held in different venues across

Tendring to gather input from the local community. The full details of the
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methodology, and results of this process, are contained in a separate report to the
Countryside Agency entitled "Public Participation in Landscape Character Assessment:
Towards Better Practice’.

Evaluation

1.20. The evaluation was based upon an appraisal of the condition and character of the
landscape. A broad statement of sensitivity to change was also prepared for each
character area.

.21, The results emerging from analysis of condition and character were used to
determine an appropriate strategy for each character area using the following

table:
Good Strengthen | | . Conserve & Strengthen .
.é Dectining Strengthen & Enhance e _C;':r_;servé'{&:-Enhéncef SRS -Con#eﬂe-&':_&éstgr_e
8 . e . SRR
Paor Create |- . Restore & Enhance. .

Weal Moderate Strong

Character

122, A strategy and guidelines for fandscape management were produced for each
landscape character area, based upon the evaluation, appraisal of sensitivity and the
key issues facing the landscape. ‘

STRUCTURE OF THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTE
ASSESSMENT REPORT ’

[.23. Volume | of the Landscape Character Assessment presents the findings of the
landscape characterisation including a description, evaluation and landscape
management strategy for each character area. The structure of Volume | is as
follows:

Chapter I: Introduction: Introduces the objectives of the study and the
methodology followed.

Chapter 2: Formative Influences: Establishes the factors that have influenced
the character of the District as a whole, including physical, cultural and ecological
characteristics.

Chapter 3: The Character of Tendring: This is the main body of the report
and contains an introduction to each landscape type followed by detailed
assessment of each landscape character area. These consist of a description,
evaluation and management strategy.

Appendix |: Field Survey Form
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|.24.

1.25,

|.26.

1.27.

1.28.

Appendix 2: Bibliography

Appendix 3: Compatibility between the County and District Assessments.

Volume | forms a baseline for this report, Yolume 2: "Guidance for Built

Development in Tendring'. Volume 2 presents guidance for built development
within Tendring, based on the baseline Landscape Character Assessment. It may
be read alone, but Volume | should be consulted to gain an understanding of the
full context of the study.

For each landscape character area, the report describes:
» Key Characteristics

* Settlement Character

* Built Character

Guidance has been prepared on the general criteria and conditions for new built
development. This includes information on siting, design, materials and areas of
key sensitivity/requiring special protection. The aim is to ensuse that any
development conserves and enhances local character. The guidelines are intended
to assist both developers and development control officers, by requiring
consideration of landscape character in relation to any proposal.

It should be noted that these are broad guidelines developed at the character area
level. They do not negate the need for detailed survey and appraisal in relation to

an individual development application. In making decisions about any development
other sources of advice, such as English Nature and English Heritage may also need
to be consulted. |

In addition to the two volumes of the Landscape Character Assessment there is a
separate report on the public consultation entitled "Public Participation in
Landscape Character Assessment: Towards Better Practice'.
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2.

THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER OF TENDRING

2.1,

2.2

The Tendring landscape has evolved over thousands of years as the result of complex
interactions between physical, natural and cultural forces. Some 8 distinct landscape
types, and 30 discrete landscape character areas represent the diversity of landscape
character within the district. The location of these areas is shown on the map in

Figure 2.1,

The boundaries of the fandscape character areas are mapped accurate to 1:25,000,
except in selected sensitive locations where the lines are mapped accurate to
1:10.000 scale. This more detaited scale of mapping applies to the upper boundary of
the Hamford Coastal Slopes (3A) and the upper boundary of the Stour Valley System
(6A). Some boundaries indicate transitions rather than marked changes on the
ground, for example the boundary between the St Osyth Coastal Ridge (4D) and
Ciacton and the Sokens Clay Plateau (8B).

Broad Type ]

Landscape Type

Landscape Character Area

]
|

f
i
i
!

The Coast i
F

I

I. Open Coastal
Marsh

LA Brightlingsea Creek Marshes
IB Colne Estuary Marshes

1C Colne Point Marshes

1D Hamford Water Marshes

[E Stour Estuary Marshes

2. Drained Coastal
Marsh

2A Brightlingsea Drained Marshes
2B St Osyth Drained Marshes
2C Molland Haven

2D Hamford Drained Marshes and
Istands

2E Parlceston Drained Marshes

H

3. Coastal Slopes

3JA  Hamford Coastal Slopes

3B Brightlingsea Coastal Slopes

3C St Osyth Coastal Slopes
3D Holland Coastal Slopes

4. Coastai Ridges

: and Peninsulas

I 4A  The Oaldley Ridge
4B The Naze Peninsula
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4C

Brightlingsea Peninsula

4D St Osyth Coastal Ridge
River Valleys 5. River Floodplains | SA Holland Brook
5B Ramsey Creek
S5C  Carttawade Marshes
6. Clay Valleys 6A Stour Valley System
6B Ardleigh Valley System
6C  Alresford Valley System
6D Holland Valley System
6E Ramsey Valley System
Agricultural 7. Heathland 7A Bromley Heaths
Heartland Plateaux
78 St Osyth/Great Bentley Heaths
8. Clay Plateaux 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau
88 Clacton and The Sokens Clay

Plateau
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Figure 2.1:
Landscape Types and
Character Areas

Key

|:__| 1- Open Estuarine [ Coastal Marsh
1A - Brightingsea Creek Marshes

1B - Colne Estuary Marshes

1C - Colne Poinl Marshas

1D - Hamford Waler Marshes

1= - Slour Esluary Marshos

2 - Drained Estuarine / Coastal Marsh
2A - Brightingsea Drained Marshes

2B - St Osyth Drained Marshes

2C - Holland Haven

20 - Hamlord Drained Marshes and Islands

2E - Parkeston Drained Marshes

3 - Coastai Slopes

3A - Hamford Coaslal Slopes

3B - Brighllingsea Coaslal Slopes

3C - St Osyth Coaslal Slopes

3D - Holland Coastal Slopes

4 - Coastal Ridges and Peninsulas

4A - The Oakley Ridge

48 - The Naze Peninsula
4C - Brighiingsea Peninsula
4D - St Osyth Coaslal Ridge

]:] 5 - River Floodplains

5A - Holland Brook

58 - Ramsey Creek

5C - Caltawade Marshes

6 - Clay Vaileys

GA - Stour Valley System

68 - Ardleigh Valley System
6C - Alresford Valley System
60 - Holland Valley System
BE - Ramsey Valley System

7 - Heathland Plateaux

7A - Bromley Heaths
7B - St Osyth / Great Benlley Heaths

[ ] 8-clay Plateaux

8A - Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau
8B - Clacton and the Sokens Clay Plateau
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Tidal inlets of Brightlingsea Creek, Flag Creek and St Os

yth Creek discharging
into the Colne Estuary at Brightlinsea Reach.

Open water, undrained saltmarshes, mudflats and r

eedbeds create an open,
expansive landscape.

Enclb_séd by coastal _s'io'pes (to either .'sid_e' of inlets),

Winding creeks and cf

_ rannels form intricate patterns in the open grazing
marsh. ' o

Disused Oyster F’iﬁs are féaturésdof Cinder
Brightlingsea.

y Island and on the edge of

A remote and peaceful landscape rich in bird life.

Long, uninterrupted views and large skies.

a0 and Andre 1777 Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale rastar
map with the permission of The Controller of Her.:
Majesty's Szationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use -
Censultants Licence Number ALD 852348
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Smail-scale ]ett{es and Iandang stagas are the onfy bun!t eiemenas in thls characcer area.
Wood is the dominant material. .- .

 GUIDANCE

The iandscape of Bﬂghtlmgsea Creek Marshes is remote and unsp:
nature conservation value. The overall’ strategy for this highly sensit

conserve the remote, tranquil landscape and i in partlcular its open, isn
whichis a specral featur'e. : :

Gen eral

+ The open ‘remote’ character shou!d be mamramed thfs areq is not sun:ab e for an
fow key structures for boat !aunchmg

Any development_ (mfrastructure, fac:htws) m association with mcreased recreatrona!

impact on the. specm! sense of remoteness. . This includes even small scale changes
boards. : -

+ The area is pamcufariy sensitive to development on the adjacent coastal slopes and ridges..This. mcf%'
sensmwty - :mpactmg on the sense of remoteness and effect of changes in drainage/ru; offo I

Local Referencas .
» Wood is an appropriate material in this natural environment.




R{:mcte; peaceful coastal mosaic of open water, undrained saltmarshes,
- mudflats and reedbeds alongside the River Colne,

Woodedi s

Built development conﬁnéd o Thoiting:
and Brightlingsea Customs building. " "

on tidﬁl..mil[, timber landing stages

7
-
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i
s p :
E s il
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Hoverans
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- Extraet from Chapman and Andre 1777

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale
map with the permission of The Controfier of Her

Majesty’s Sratiopary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consultants Licence Number ALD B52348

. The Colne Estuary Marshes are devoid of any settlement except for isolated buildings close
water. These include Thorrington Tide Mill at the head of Alresford Creek, a timber boar.
_cottage at The Ford and the customs building that protrudes into the water o ght
‘Bareman’s Tower is a prominent navigational aid. The open water, flats and mars
~for these buildings. "~ 7~ T
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- All buildings are finished in timber. ThorringtonTide Mill is typical of the mills of Essex,
- a picturesque white weatherboarded tide mill on four floors, built in 1831, The cotrage
at the ford is a two and a half storey cottage with gable ends and dormer windows, It
is clad in weat‘h_e;r:b_pardting_ and painted white on the front face and black on the gable
ends. The white weath rboarding is typical of this type of rural mill. The Customs
building at Br{ght}iﬁgsea:z_sj_'_more,'f'é:c_:_ntem'po'rarg:j_n its design and has large windows
overlooking the. water, buit is alsa finished. in wood cladding. The jetties and fanding
- stages are traditionally buift from wood, although concrets and tarmac supplement the
‘more recently built stages, - U R T -

Weatherbcardf .
ing is common

The Colne Estuary Open Marshes is a peaceful, unspoilt, wildlife. |
Tendring peninsula from Colchester District. The strategy should
remote, undeveloped character of the landscape. The emphasis should
of existing vernacular buildings including the tide mili, -

Géh:x_afal ) o _
Thg_bp en marsh landscape s generally not suitable for built development unfess jt
to the water. . o S ‘ 7

Any_ﬁevefopnjént in association with recreational use must respect the remote/peg;
The open marshes are not suitable for new car parks, holiday parks etc. i

. Existing recredﬁonal facilitieslinfrastructure must bé low key.

~+ The narrow rural lanes that drop down to the waterside are an important feature, Widening,
- would be inappropriate. For any proposal, the impact of traffic on these rural lanes s

"« Theareais particularly sensitive to development on the adjacent enclosed coastal marshiand
slopes and ridges.. This includes visual sensitivity - impacting on the sense of remoteness.and effec
in drainoge/run off on the marshiands. : L

Loeal Referém_:es
¢ Buildings are typically constructed from wood and glass.

« Traditional bui!dffigs are weatherboard and finished in white paint or tar (bluck pai

]

Landing stages and jetties are typicalty built from timber.




- Open Wwater, extensive undrained saltmarshes, mudflats and reedbeds to the
. east of Brightlingsea Reach and extending along the coastal edge.

- Winding creeks and channels have carved Intricate patterns in the
salmmarsh, o L o . o

Shingle and ‘sand riﬁges surround the saitings am_:f .'exter'ed éastWai*ds fr'o.m'z'..
. Colne Point to form St Osyth beach. S A

“Extremely high nature conservation value - saltings support wildfowt and
waders and shingle ridges suppoit rare plants and invertebrates,

Absen"c'é of se?:ii’émeri’ the only built features are landing stages and jetties

Wild, remote coastal character,

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permissien of The Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyrighs Land Use
Consulmants Licence Number ALD 852348 '

“The

Colne Point Marshes are characterised by the abset
li-scale landing

ce of settlement. The on
stages, jetties and extensive Second World War remains, inclt

- Sands,




Thé.’ﬁjetties' and Iandi'ﬁ.g: stégés:étfe traditicﬁrnaliy. built from Wc}é'd, although
concrete and tarmac supplement the morg \é‘gcentiy built stages, =+ o

The Cofhe Point Marshes is a remote _landscapé,'\hﬁth iong" open vie
conservation interest. It is particularly sensitive and the strategy shoul
the remote, undeveloped character of the fandscape, i

General )
The open ‘remote’ character should be maintained - this area is not suitable for any:bi
fow-key siructures for boat launching or necessary navigational aids. ;

The inaccessible nature of the area is a key characteristic and within this area
recreation (infrastructure, facilities) has the potential to impact on the special sense
even include small scale changes such as interpretation boards.

" s The area is particularly sensfﬁ&éi i_o development on the adjacent enclosed coas
~ expansion of existing holiday village at Seawick or the sewage works). This includes vist
on the sense of remoteness and changes in drainage/run off on the marshlands

Local References.
* Wood is an appropriate material in this natural environment.



Large shallow estuarine basm of Hamforci Water; protected by the coastal
ridge cf the Naze, enclosed by gem:ie coasta! s!opes

Exfenswe horizontal Iandscape cf tdal creeks, mtemdal mud and sand flats,
) sakmarshes, islands, beaches and marsh grassiands,
.nature conservatlon value.

with extremely high

Skzppers Isiand mcludes thorn thickets whtch prowde shelter for birds.

The cfuster of bc:at masts atTltchmarsh Marma is a feature of the skyline.

B Absence of sett!ement jett:es and ian_ding Stages are
" of the coastal edge,

Extract from Chapman and Andre 17?7 Reproduced fmm Ordnance Survey £:25 OOG scale raster

i s map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consu!aant:. Llcence Number ALD 852368

A key s:izwacter:sttc of thm Hamfard Water Marshes is Lhe absence of any settlement,

i




The ]etttES Iandmg,stages and dtsused quays are the only | built elements in this remote
- coastal environment. There is one. sma}l marina at Tichmarsh. The Iandmg stages and
a8 ;emes are tradruonaify made from wood and the quays from stone

GUIDANCE

The Hamferd Water Marshes is a remote and
land areas, aithough the open waters and chal

The strategy should be to ma;ntam the remote wnld undeveloped cheracter andlts high
eto?agzcal mtegrlty. . _ ‘

wi d'lan scape, with very little access to

General S . - : S :
The wild * remote character ,should be mmntamed t!us area s nat suitable for built development exce
structures for bsat Jaunchmg or necessary nawgat;onaf mds S '

Any development (mfrastructure facu’mes) m assocmr:on w:th mcreased recreat:onal '
impact on the speciaf sense of remoteness. . “New or expansron of marina deve!opmen
chamcter ' ~ S -

* The areais pérﬁé{ilor!y sensitive to development on the aq;acent coastal slopes and r:dges This inch
sensiiivity - fmpactmg on the sense of remoteness and changes in drainage/run off on the marshl

¢ The character of the mformal tracks that provide access to the water shou!d be mmntame
be appmpnate

Lm:a% References :
* Wood and stone are appropriate materials in this natural coastal environment.




Tidal éstuary bf' the River Stour forming a dynamlc landscape setting to the
Suﬂ’olk Coasr; and Heaths AONB 10 the north

'-"'EXtenstve honzontai iandscape of open water mtertu:ai mudﬂaLs, sandy bays
and frmgmg saltmarsh."~ .

intertnda! areas are eXtremer rich in mvertebra tes and the estuary is of
mtemamonal ;mportance for w:[d.owl and wadmg blrds

Absence of sett[ement or mrrastruccure w;thm open marshes

Inﬂuenced by ad;acent Earge scaie buil deve[c:pmant at Harw:ch
Port, Mistley Quays and Harwmh town quays. .

Wooded Stour Slog)es in Suf‘folk to the north and
setting to the open estuary marshes

- Extract from Chapman and Andre 1777

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consulmnts Lu:ence Number ALD 852368

The Stour Estuary Maz‘shes are characterised by the absence of sett!ement, apart fmm a d:stmctwe :
~development of holiday huts at Wrabness Point, built on stilts. [t is influenced by prox:mlty and views
-industrial gar{ areas at Harwxch and ::he small aev;iopmem at M[stiey Quays

’;he‘:,. B




The S(ié__t\g_bf indu"stfj_a{'_ﬂevelo?_;ﬁ;e_ht at the'a_&jé‘x_cent riverside quays and docks indicates
the impertance of the Stour Estuary and its ports. These quays influence the character
of the river landscape.~ - . e R .

1 Bordered by.

Lzmchng stages

The Stour’ Estuary Marshes is a peaceful lands pe with an
_conservation value that contrasts with the busy shipping channels:
~quays. Itis under particular pressure for the expansion of built developmie
. with the adjacent coastal towns, The overall strategy should be.
_remote character of the marshes as a setting to the activities
- a setting to (and visually, an integral part of) the adajacent Su

" and views from the AONB_;:'-*- '

B The open ‘remote’ character should be maintained - this area is not suitable for any built develof
© structures relating to the adjacent banks such gs low key jetties and Janding stages. B

-1« Oben views across the Stoﬂr_ﬁbm the adjacent settlements are a key feature. These important visual connection
- - must be conserved. :

* Any development (infrastructure, facilities) in association with increased recreational use has me{pg;gnu‘ai

- impact on the special sense of remoteness. This includes even small scale changes such as interpretatio
boards. . o _

« The gred is particularly sensitive to development on the adjacent wooded coastal slopes-and ridges. This include

visual sensitivity - impacting on the sense of remoteness and effect of changes in drainage/run off on th
marshtands. e LR

L.ocal Referénces o o
* WWood.is an appropriate marerial in this natural environment. ' o




+ Low drained grazed marshland enclosing Brighdinsea..‘féfand’ and forming

- the immediate backdrop and setting to Brightlinsea Creek and the Colne
- estuary.. e

Open éliuvia{ _{ngg.gdws compﬁ'si'ng_lqw.-humn}c_:cky grassland and reed filled
‘dykes behind the seawall 00 o e

Depressions provide evidence of creeks that existed in the former saltmarsh
before the sea wall was constructed, %

‘Patches of scrub or tree groupings, known as *Furzes’ punctuate
landscapa.- Lo e : =

Cara £

van parks, holiday _compbzes’,
Point and Point Clears i+ :

Sea walls prov_ad_é_:qutpaths,ygjth.views across th
~Marshes forms a remotel setting to Brightlingsea

Extract from Chapman and Andre 1777

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her -
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

The drained marshes have historically remained devoid of bui!t'develop'ment, ex
and maritime defences, due to the low lying nature of the land and its vulnerabilic
Tower at Point Clear would have been a landmark feature, but is now surrounde }

Brightlingsea Town Hard occupies an area of reclaimed marsh on the edge of Brightlings
of buildings including the Harbour Commisioner’s vuilding, workshops, Custom j

face out to sea. Some of these warehouses lie derefict or empty, Landing stages
marshes and water of Brightlingsea Creek. The other type of built developmen
marsnes is ourist-related development. A dense development of holiday burng;
restaurants dominate the landseape at Point Clear,. Rows of brightly coloured w
sea front at Yestmarsh Point, ' o - s

Tk,

)
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BUILT CHARAC

The older buildings on the Brightlingsea Waterfront are two storey brick buildings and
faced with white weatherboarding. They are of a simple form with double pitched roofs
~and gable ends. They often have baclonies that look out to sea, Many-of the roofs
‘are slated in contrast to the clay roofs found inland. The mare modern buildings are
~constructed from a variety of materials and in simple styles, but traditionally wood has
~been the dominant material of the waterside, =7 | -

The _ coasté_i ‘b‘eac.h Huts are '-V_r.':c;}i_structéc'i ‘,_{rom wcod, double pitched a'nrc_[ brighﬂy
painted. The modern holiday parks, in contrast, do not use local materials or styles, -

Harbou‘r:_(';)f;f‘rce -
white -
weatherboarding

The Brightlingsea Drained Marshes is a peaceful landscape that f
open creeks and estuaries, - The overall strategy should be to m
unsettled character of the landscape, with development fimited to ex]
as Brightlingsea waterfront and in strategic locations where isolated buildin
appropriate as landmarks or for specific activities. There is an opportunity to re
the existing derelict waterside sites to enhance the character and vitality of th

developed areas, new buildings along the water's edge should not obscure views.
- Public access to the.water's edge should be maintained, within the existing developed areas.”
Redundant buildingsiwarehouses at the historic waterfront locations (e,
opportunity for_redevelopmentireuse a
connections. Proposals should respect the eclectic mix of building types. . )
' Holiday parks; caravan sites, car parks etc have introduced incongruous elements. Integratio
- e.g. by planting of characteristic vegetation (Scots pinelgorse) should be considered.” In the long
'+ developments should be relocated from the immediate coastal edge. )
- * Recreation facilities and infrastructure should remain low key rural sites, e.g. informa
. of urban efements e.g. tarmac, lighting, boundaries is not appropriate in this location
“» The impact of any development on the adjacent estuary (visual, offsite impact etc)

~+  Local References. ._ .

-« Wood Is the most appropriate material for construction.

-~ Red brick may be appropriate, but it is vitai that the colour of the brick is the same g3

- shades of red brick on adjacent buildings.

. = Slate is often used as a roofing material on the waterfront,

* There is an opportunity for contemporary architecture in appropriate locations (see gb

the scafe of the existing buildings and makes use of local materials. Glass may als
waterside location, - -

~*Long low lying buildings are characteristic axcebt for navigatioral gids or landmarks
8 LHIYING Dulicing _ : g




-Extensive areas of drained marsh between Colne Paint and Clacton-on-Sea
< that are vulnerable to flooding and sea invasion,

Deve!égmént inc!uaes“the unique plotland resort vili.age of Jaywick, Seawick
holiday village, '

numerous caravan parks and a golf course,

EXP@‘?@F} ‘to the North Sea_
breakwaters along sandy beache

coastline with a series of groynes and.. ©

A decoy pond t(_.'i)_ﬁh_@ west of
I9th century, 0

... Open alluvial grassland :a.nd impﬁ§v¢d agricuttural land diﬁ_z"_cied by_ post.and
- wire fences and reed lined ditches, '

Reproduced from QOrdnance Survey 1:25 GO0 scale raster;
map with the permission of The Controller of He
Majesty's Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Us
Cosultants Licence Number ALD 852368 )

7 Berract from Chapman and Andre 1777

‘ The St. Osyth marshes have historically remained devoid of buile development,
-aids, maritime defences and defences against coastal erosion. Built development
< confined to the isolated Martello Towers along the coastal edge and the series of b
- that help w0 protect the exposed beaches from erosion. '

“More recently the holiddy villages of Seawick and Jaywick have been developed &
“setilements are characterised by dense estates of haliday bungalows and static ¢
coastal edge, faywick Sands is a unique example of a piecemeal plotland develop
- marshland by ‘working class families from the East End of London in the 1930%
wextended by:recent regeneration by the Guinness Housing Trust. Thi westefimosssiblrba

‘lacton have also recently, extended out along the coast. '




The Marﬁel[_g: towers were constructed, between 1810 and IBII'Z',&?rom bficks bonded
with a strong lime mortar. The external surface of the tower was coated with a tough

cement covering, or ‘stuceo’, to seal in the brickwork,

- The architecture of Jaywick is distinctive.- The dwellings were built, from:1928, as
. holiday chalets:- They aré all similarin their scale and design - typically wood-framed
- bungalows with pitched foof and veranda, Each has its own individial characteristics
" with varying: colour, roofing material and detailing. “Together 'théf'"fform'ﬂ'a_'unique
- example of & piecemeal plotland developmient. A recent regeneration scheme includes
... 40 homes of an fnnovative design and has received a RIBA award, . :

~ The westward extension of Clacton follows a more traditional suburban form with .

residential development encapsulating a former Martello Tower,

The St Osyth Drained Marshes was historically coastal grazing marsh and retains 4'strg
sense of remoteness. The overall strategy should be to maintain the wild, elo
character of this coastal marshland landscape. The absence of developme

respected with development limited to within existing areas. A key requi

~maintain an open coastal edge between existing coastal settlements

General 00 BRI : _ : .
The open undeveloped character of the marshland landscape should be maintaine
- existing settlements will have a major impact on the strong sense of remoteness.
The long views from the open coastal edge are aﬁ'irrjportant feature. The open gaj
and Seawick should be protected. o
The unique character of Jaywick should be conserved - with opportunities for regen
meet modern needs. - e S
Holiday parksicaravan sites, car parks etc have introduced incongruous elements. nteg)
- e.g by planting of characteristic scrub vegetation should be considered. In the longe
opportunities to consider relocation of such developments from the immediate coastal edge
 The open, undeveloped coastal edge should be maintained - recreation facilities associg
(e.g. moorings, launching areas, parking) should be located in relation to existing develope

Leocal References _ _
Buildings in the open landscape should be low lying except for navigational aids or f_and_
Wood Is the most appropriate material for construction in the drained marshes. .
There may. b&"gﬁ_"opportunity for centemporary architecture in connection, with-lan

interpretation buildings providing it makes use of focal materigls. o




Smal[ rura! character area on the coastaf e
(Hoﬂand_ on Sea),

dge, between Frinton and Clacton

Former open estuarine marsh assoc:ated thh l-fhc_ﬁifand Broak, enclosed by a
sea waii in the 17th century. . : : ‘ '

- Concrete sea wall withstands the erodin
‘of groynes and breakwaters afong
'sandy beach

g forces of the North Sea A series
uhe coastal side of the wall’ pr‘otects the

Golf course occupies part of f rmer grazing marsh.

A go fcfub house is the onl
character

y built development resulting in 2 remote, tranquil

A

f.’n L

o,

Grear® ol w 4

‘é‘: ety il T Tl G r-‘} I 1111{

S

Extract from Chapman ard Andre 1777 Repraduced from Qrdnance Survey 1:25 0G0 scale raster

map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

Ho land Haven is devoid of built development, except for scatzered buildings associze

e (club house, toilet block) and wooden beach huts along the coastal edge. The
CO0y Etfﬂ SLF‘LECLJ?’E.




¢ recreational buildings (tbii_et _

Thatched toilet - .
bloek.. '

-

_Holland Haven was historically coastal grazing marsh and despite declis
“agement and creation of a golf course it retains a remote landscape
~shouild be to maintain the remote, coastal character of the marshland
of development. This area has a key function in maintaining an open
Frinton and Clacton, : -

: ﬁénerai_

* This is a recreational ‘{qn-_dscape that has retained jts essential character as gr

scale, incremental regredt{p'nd! developments by piecemeat fmprovements to roads ca
dgiminish this natural character '

Local References :
* Buildings in the open landscape should be low lying except for navigational aids or

= Whood is the most appropriate material for construction in the drained marshes, Th
material, '




~.Former saltmarsh drained and enclosed in the late | 7th cenwury, bordering
Hamford Water, also known as the ‘Walton Backwaters',

Flat, alluvial 'grasslan‘;}is i intercepted by reed-lined drainage ditches and
scatterad patches of low lying scrub « habitats forming parts of a site of major

ecological importance.. -

Improved grassland and large-scale arable cultivation.

Communication is along informal trac&s,"%nany of wﬁkl
dock or fanding stage. C S

eFminate at a gia

Caravan parks, Sewage works and sports gi‘*.riarund’s
“Harwich., - o ok o

..Strong sense of remoteness, with enclosure crea
- coastal slopes forming a strong rural backdrop. i

Reproduted from Ordmance Survay 1:25 000 scale rast
map with the permission of The Controller of H
Majesty's Smtionary Office, Crown Copyright Land Us

Consuftants Licence Number ALD 852368 .

- the low-lying nature of the land and its vulnerability to flooding. Built develop
“dispersed buildings.- There is an isclated farmstead on Horsey island, and warehous:
quays and. docks around Hamford Water, at Great Oakley Dock, Old Moze Doc
Landermere Quay. The Great Oakley Works site is a remote, isolated industrial d
- urban and urban fringe development, atypical of chis landscape type, has encroaciied
Walton: This includes expansion of the suburban edge of Walton northwards onRto N
- south resulting in the merger of Walton and Frinton-Caravan parks, sewage works.an
typical uses aroind the fringes of the settied areas. ‘

".‘?The Hafn_fo:%d brainéd Marshes and Islands have historically remained largely Lil"i

i3
o




The former cérgmercial buildings at the quéysides tend to be constructed of red
brick and weathérboarding, most usually painted white or black. They are how largely
~ disused. More recent development on the edge of settlements is of. a low- density - .
suburban character, S SRS ORI e

Tiééh%harsh
Marina

TR

"Tf;e" Hamford Drained Marshes and Islands were h:stonéaﬂy coastal

strategy should be to maintain the remote character of the__m_ar,sﬁ

absence of development.

In the past the areg has provided a location for industry. Commercial and industri
_ not appropriate in this area of extremely high nature conservation interest.
' The remote character and poor access means that disused or derelict former quayside wa
 will not generally be suftable for reuse as commerciallemployment premises,
« Built dé}iéiopment co_rﬁ;i;fses isolated, dispersed buildings, with farms characteristi
the coastal slopes. Further encroachment/expansion of existing settlements {Frinto
- character area will not"bé_appropriate.
Access to the area is limited and characterised by informal rural tracks terminatin
stage. Elements such as wide access roads, street lights, concrete kerbs or tarmac
. more urban character. - w0 S
-+ The surré:_a}?ding adjacent coastal slopes, with their wooded/rural skylines are critica
" of remoteness within this character area. They are particularly sensitive to change
development/iall structures. ,
-« Recreationaf facilities/infrastructure must be low key - e.g. car parks should pe of a
- - change in association with recreational use must respect and be sensitive to the specia
marshes. :

f.acal References
© Wood and red brick are the most appropriate materials within the drained marshes Clay, ¢
roofing materials. ' ‘




‘2E PARKEST:

S,

" Area of réc!aimed}and forming the focal point for commerce and industry
~on the Stour Estuary, close to Harwich. "

- A sea wall forms a curved_é_ﬁ}bahkmen;__gnclos_ing a man-made environment,
- dominated by industry and port related development.

Ramsey Creek flows, confined between artificial floodbanks into the Stour
Es_tuary. e L RAC ST

‘Dockside cranes of t

__skyl%n e.

he container ‘terminal at Parkeston dominate the

:.Serviced__.by extensive ‘r’a_nsp'ort igfx‘_afstructuré including thé main Al ZO(ﬁ' to
Harwich and the Great Eastern Railway.

__ Harwmh jParkestQIj?'Q.u_a)'r Statio_'n'i_s a fandmark building.

lfowliall 69
(’z/f/(/d 'f‘(/d}h{;-:j'kw
(ol

e e e T
e

 Extract from Chapman 2nd Andre 1777
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The Parkeston Drained Marshes character area was reclaimed between 1879 and 1 th

marshes at the mouth of Ramsey Creek. Since then it has been rapidly developed and riow includes a'l

ol refinery, industrial estate, container terminal, supermarket, an international port and a railway s
- within its bounds.” -~ 0 - . T e,

arge




There is a great dwerssty of bulldmg styies‘and materials; from the &iegant Victorian red brick raitway
station at Parkeston Quay to-the low lying steel, glass ndlreconststuted stone supermarket adjacent to
F{amsey Creek.. The Iarge scaie of the buﬂdangs $ the fact " that umtes them.

i V’:c:tonan -
. Arch:tecture

of existing rmportant natura! features such as Ramsey Creek in asso?ﬁiz’”'
_development S - '

Any new deve.‘op}nent shoufd be accompamed by appmprfate landscape enhancem'iA

. Encourage re-crecmon of marsh, open water and spec;es nch grassiand and p!annn
of a marshland Iandscape to form a settmg to new bu:fdmg& :

'"_:*i_ocal Reference'
Locaﬁy charactenstxc matena!s mc!ude Wood and glass.

There may be an’ opportumty for promotron.of contemporary building designs and Ia
y 'the,v respond to the.'r enwronment through use of materials and are accompanied b




Gently sfopmg tand encnchng,
Hamford Water

and forming a setting to, the open marshes of

Dommated by farge scafe re

_ glmented f‘eids typtcai of late enclosure divided
_ by low, scrubby and intermi

ttent hedgerows

Krrbyie Soken is an hlStC}i’iC settlement, !ocated S
Hamrord Water.

Outskir‘ts of Harwmh and anton canunue to i&vpand ont
slopes overlookmg Hamfor d Water

Pancramic views aver Hamfofd Water.

Tl -&"
Kir l

- Extract from Chapman and Andre [777 Reproduced frcm Omnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raste
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The Hamford Coastal Slopes character area exhibits an ancient pattern of setde
farmsteads. The farmsteads are often an the site of ancient manors or villas
the coastal slopes, accessed by small informal tracks from the ridgetop roads,

eitdement on the ridge-top and one of the three '} le Sokens’ granted special privileges in
"f'%;ag identifiable Dy its cmﬁcn tower, with conneciions to Kirby Quay and the

Tad
o




. The isolated halls and farmsteads are buile in a great diversity of styles,
- but they are usually constructed from brick and illustrate some good
. examples-of early brick architecture. The agricultural outbui!dings are
. ypically constructed from brick and weatherboarding and would have had
- clay tle roofs, although many have been replaced by modern buildings and
“cheaper materials, The village buildings of Kirby-le-Soken tend to be short
-terraces of cottages on the roadside and’ large houses set back from the
road. Rural terraces are typically one and half storey cottages with dormer.
windows. Red brick or plastered brick are the dominant materials and gables.
are prominent, Roofs are usually clay tifed. - o IRE T

tegy should be to maintain this area as a rural landsc: or-

ting to. Hamford Woater. The existing ancient settlement pattern of scatte
farmsteads and a distinct ridge top linear viliage should be conserved. The i
slope crests and skyline are particularly sensitive to further bujlt development

s General o

=+ The ancient scattered rural settfement pattern would be disrupted by further mass
_Encroachment of residential development of Frinton or Harwich onto these coastq
" “be highly Visible, and impact on the special remote character of Hamford Water, .-
-+ The skyline.and rural wooded ridge tops are particularly sensitive to development,
. which wauld have a major visual impact, : N
* Floodlighting is also an important concern - with the potential for light pollution to aff

Hamford Water, : ' : '

Cross and Waifton. ‘ _
* The character and pattern of existing rural lanes and informal tracks connecting e

and halls should be conserved, Any new development should be accessed from existifg /

fanes and introduction of urbanising elements such as concrete kerbs and lighting will;

Local References
* Red brick, bluck weatherboarding and muted clay tiles are tradiional materials fort
agricultural buildings.
* - Bright coloured bricks or roof tiles are not suitable in this highly. visible rurgl locatio

&




Dommaaed by a patchwork of large and smaif fields mtcrspersed by deciduous
copses and WOodiands

Scattered farms, some on the sates of aid manor halls, accessed via dead-end
ianes o R

incfudes part ‘of the medzeva! sett!ement of Bnghtlmgsea witf
to the coast, - :

Magmf icent views over. the Colne Estuary, Bmghth
“and Airesford Creek'.

Extmct fram Chagman and Andre 1777 Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale rasee

map with the permission of The Controller of He s
Majesty’s Swationary Office, Crown Copyright Land USH 5
Consuitants Licence Number ALD B52368 3

The Er;ghthngsea Coastaf Siopes character area exhibits an ancient pattern of §
by isclated farmsteads, often on the site of ancient manors or viflas. Brightlings
core with a high street is flanked by ancient tr:dngmar greens. The settlement h

residential aevc]opmgnt an, the edges.- S e it

Cad
Pl




~“The scattered halls and farmsteads are built in a great diversity of styles, but they are

. usually constructed from brick. Agricultural outbuildings are typically construcred from

< brick and ‘weatherboarding and would have had clay tile roofs, although many have

- been replaced by modern buildings and cheaper materials. Brightlingsea features many

interesting buildings, including Jacob’s Hall, and example of early brickwork. Buildings

- = are typically simple in design and gable ended, They are generally two or two and a half
storey, sometimes with dormers, and have double pitched, and sometimes mansard, clay -

tile roofs. Red brick, sometimes plastered, is the dominant material and many buildings

are partially or totally clad in black or white weatherboard.

Ancient village
¥ 4 greens

The overall strategy should be to maintain a rural settlement patt ndi
~compact medieval town of Brightlingsea - this area should form the rural setting
Coine Estuary. The slope crests are particularly sensitive to any form of built dévelop

Somte limited small-seale residential development in association with the existing se
ment of Brightlingsea may be accommodated with care in siting and design.

SUurrot

ttle

" General | e ' o SR

The compact settlement character of Brightlingsea should be maintained - although small-scale exte
- town may be appropriate in some areas, e LA
.-The area forms an.important tural setting to the Colne Estuary, St Osyth and Brightlingsea Marshe:
“quiet, tranquil Alresford, Flag and Brightlingsea Creeks. The rural character should be canserved and-consideratio
given to the impact of any development on the adfacent areas. , -
' The traditional partern of isolated rural settlement would be disrupted by high den, ) men

- produced building designs. e _
Views to the tower of Al Saint’s church should be protected. Other prominent ver
“slopes such’as ‘masts, energy infrastructure would erode the setting of the churc
“landmark feature. '
The ancient village greens should be conserved. The pattern of the traditional triang
. used in the design of new residential areas in association with Brightlingsea.

"= Care should be taken when siting any new building, including agricultural buildings

 should form an integral part of any plan to integrate the building into the wooded slope
. should be avoided.
7 » The character and pattern of existing rural lanes and informal tracks connecting
- and halfs should be conserved. Any new development should be accessed from existif
- lanes and introduction of urbanising elements such as concrete kerbs and lighting
*- Ruraf agricultural buildings are often long and low- and constructed from red brick
- with muted clay tiles. This type of building may be suitable for reuse as rural worksfiops

naiive pfcmtin f
Slope crestsan

Local References -
¢ Residential dwellings should be simple in design and gable ended and no higher th
= Dormers are typical of residential dwellings. Double pitched and mansard clay tile
¢ Red brick, coloured plasier and weatherboard (black or white) are typically used as t

“odwellings, e
* Bright coloured bric

ks or roof tiles are not sujrable in this rers! location, Clay tiles lo




Narrow "b:;_r};'f‘ ?;af gently g}bping land forming the setting to St-:Osydw.'an-d ]
- Brightlingsea Marshes. e TR g

Dorminated by large scale, regimented fieds indicative of hte s

- Tree cové'r, is fjé$£ri¢ted t6 shelter belts, smaif _hwiked farny copsés
+ associated with the designed landscape of St Osyth’s Prig

Isofated farms accessed via minor fanes,

2hciudes suburban development on the o'utsk.i'rzs of Clactd_h

plus some areas of sand and gravel extraction,

_ Offers views over the adjacent marshes.

Repraduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Conrroller of Her
Majesty's Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Uses
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

= Bxtrace from Chapman and Andre 1777

. The St Osyth Coastal Slopes character area exhibits an ancient pattern of settlem
scactered farmsteads. The farmsteads are often on the site of ancient manors
s more recent settlement on the approach roads ¢o St Osyth and Point Clear.

=-expansion of Clacton and Jaywick has also expanded out into the cogstabsiopes,

Lok
J.




BUILT C

HARACTER

The'scatte_:ﬁ_iad halls a?r'_ic.i__;"farmstead_s_are built in & great ‘c.:ii:.f__r_s;r_si;}' of ét}fiés, but they

are usually Lc__gn_struct_ed' from brick and illustrate some good examples of early brick
architecture, The agricultural outbuildings are typically constructed from brick-and

- weatherboarding with clay tile roofs, although many have been replace
buildings and cheaper materials. Residential divellings are typically simp
gable ended, They are typically two or two and a half storey, som
- and have double pitched clay tile roofs. Red brick, often plast
is the dominant building material. .

Red br:iclg‘_weatherbo_
» clay t_j!e_s_ -

The overall strategy should be to mainta
steads and dwellings. The area should continue to form a rural bac
the St. Osyth Marshes. Limited small scale development in assaciat
settlement may be accommodated with care in siting and design, in lina
set out below. . T B

General ' - '
.+ The area forms an important backdrop and setting to St Osyth Marsh. The predominantly.
- be conserved, . B e e :
= High density development of mass produced building designs would be unsuitable in t
disrupt the traditional settlement pattern of isolated farmsteads. L '
~* The rural coastal slopes between Clacton and Jaywick are an important feature and are
development which, would result in a merger of the two distinct coastal settfements,
* The discrete village of St. Osyth and its rural setting should be maintained - increment;
" aleng the coastal slopes would result in the merger of the village with Point Clear and loss afingi
character and identity. Lo -
¢ Care should be taken when siting any new building, including agricuftural buildings
should form an integral part of any plan to integrate the building into the wooded slo
* The character and pattern of existing rural lanes and informal tracks which, run up and de
be conserved. Any new development should be accessed from existing roads. Upgradi
introduction of urbanising elements such as concrete kerbs and lighting will not be apBropy
* Rural agricultural buildings are often long and low and constructed from red brick:
with muted clay tiles. This type of building may be suitable for reuse as rural work

Lacal References
* Residential dwellings should be simple in design and gable ended and no higher tha
they are landmark buildings. ' _
¢ Red brick, coloured plaster and weatherboard (black or white} are typically used as
dwellings, - ' R T e e g
* Bright coloured bricks or roof tiles are not suitable in this rural location, Clay tifes Ig




Coastal slopes between Clacton and Frinton desce
1o the flat marshes of the coastal adge.

nd, gradually and uniformiy,

large scale, regimented fislds of late enclosure enhance the smooth

Arable flelds divided by low, scrubé}_{_and intermittent hedgerows,

“Belts of poplar, bﬁ%::_!'ittie woaodland. o

. The Wick
ekl Tl R

and
’_':Z’,(_'Ell’: 34/ ]

. \'-,_Etu. Haret g
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 seafe raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use ™
Consultants Licence Numbir ALD 852368

‘The Holland Coastal Siopes character area was historically devoid of builc
residential suburbs of Frinton extend onto the rural slopes at the far eastern end,
hallz and farmste_éds distinguishes this character area from other parts of the:
type. ER

Errasmr v o e

wamasatine
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BUILT CHARACTER

The absence of deve!opment means that the

re is no reference to iocal built form or materaais in this
character area. The extensaon of Frmton foll

OWS a ‘E}’piCq Jow densrty res;denﬁal suburban style.

Strategic gap becween
Cfactcn and Frlmon. N

 GUIDANCE

The Holland Coastal S!cpes are distinguished by the absence of deve!bpmeni:

strategy should be to maintain the rural and undeveloped charac:ter of the a
Frmton and C!acton.

General

» The Holland Coasm! Slopes forms an rmportanr strategic gap between Clacton an
conserved ' ‘

. High _'density de.\./éfépment of mass producetf building f_;_ieéigns woi;lfd_be unsuitable in thi

Great Holland church is an important feature - views to the church and its sctting should:




: Promin__éq_f gravel—topp'ed ridge between the Stour Estuary and Hamford'
 Water with magnificent views in both directions,

Ridge extends north-eastwards, forming a promontory-with tha

€ -e2 medieval
seafaring settlement of Harwich at its tip,

~ Agricultural landscape dominated by large scale arals
inte:‘mi_t_;eﬂt hedgerows. T

Histoﬁcﬁdge-top settlemnent linked by the B14/4 tha ur
the ridge, - o o

o Manoﬁgf halisof Great and Little Oakley are features

Historic rural lanes.

Cigter Part of Town

Oyter Fart of Town
Westward .

3 Eastwarg
FLE S
e

Reprodused from QOrdnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Herg
Majesty’s Stadonary Office, Crown Copyright Land Useg '
Consulants Licence Number ALD 852368 ;

-

‘The Oakley Ridge is densely settled. The B1414 runs along the top of the ridge con
“and rowns. Harwich, a medieval seafaring township, is located at the tip of the
<villages of Dovercourt, Little Oakley and Great Oakley now form an almost continus
~-along the ridge top. Dovercourt was focussed around a village green before it was
~suburbs of Harwich. The village of Great Qakley, a nucleated village around a mEdiev
~retained its individual identity as a rural village with a church tower which forms an imp:
~tap of the ridge. The costal ridge continues into Harwich and containg a number of defenzive s
navigation aids, including the Redoubt and high and low lighthouses. Modern suburban il
“along the ridgetop from Harwich to farm a contintious urban area S

(%]
e




The rural dwei-i:_iﬁgs areflypiéalfy simple,:Weétherboar&'ed and two storey with clay tile
roofs. Agricultural outbuildings are long and low and weatherboarded. The two ridge
top villages of Little Oakley and Great Qakley are characterised:by red.brick bile

cottages, usually two storeys, often with coloured plaster and
Gabled mansard roofs are popular modern. Suburban development
somMe areas. . T N col

rboard cladding.
'ké: dominates

The coverall strategy should be to maintain the distinct identi

ments along the ridgetop. The ridge forms a prominent landform and.s
the Stour Estuary and Hamford Water. The slope crests and skyline ar
tive to any form of built development,

ty of the indi

General }
The rural setting to Great Oakley and the individual distinction and identity of the
- important feature. Further infill or ribbon development would result in the merger of 1
contfnuou"s‘jirbqn area. . oo
The skyline is highly sensitive and any development on the edge of the ridge has the potentil to be highly vi
from the Stour Estuary and Hamford Water. :
Floodlighting is also an important concern - with the potential for light pollution to affect
Hamford Water, o ‘
Care should be taken when siting any new building, including agricultural buildings -
- should form an integral port of any plan to integrate the building into the landscapé
-Rural agricultural buildings are often long and low and constructed from red brick.an
with muted clay tiles. If these buildings become redundant, they may be suitable for r
~-or businesses. - ' ' ’

- Local References

‘Residential dwellings are simple in design and gable ended and no higher than two on
roofs are typical of this area. ’
Red brick, coloured plaster and weatherboard (black or white) are apprapriaie us th
dwellings. '




Distinct graye{.ltlg,pped promontory S_ﬁé[tering Hamford Water from the
North Se& S R , o

Exposed o the North Sea where wave action and slippag
Naze o ercde ata mpld rate. '

Landsc:apa of rough grass!and and sc.rub farmmg an zmpo
space. L T

Naze tower is a- grade i Iasted bm!dmg ahd'a pr‘cxfmniew

" e

Mave! Giew,
Beastmgier

e

Extract from Chapman and Aridre 1777 Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 125 000 scale raste
map with the permission of The Controlier of He
Majesty’s Swtionary Office, Crown Copyright Land Us
Consultants Lxcence Number ALD 852368

The Naze Penmsu%a is a distinct coastal iandscape it is fargely unsettled

development on the édges of Walton has extended along the B1034, expanding.
The MNaze, Tl

-

2
L]




The Naze Tower was built as a navigatich aid for ships and stands out as a landmark

. on the peninsula. The Naze Links café, a remnant of the Naze Links golf course built
in 1924, lies at the foot of the towen: There are also derelict gun emplacements and

= defensive structures dating from Woiri:d War ll. The rural dwellings are typically simple, -
red brick and weatherboarded two storey dwellings with clay tile roofs, Outbuildings

are long and low and weatherboarded..- The Naze Tower Is a polygonal, embatted
building built as a beacon and is therefore a highly prominent structy e

The laze Tower
5 structures e N

GUI

The overall strategy“shnuld be to maintain the open coastal character o
an absence of development apart from functional ‘maritime’ structures

development in association with recreational use,

Séneral

. .. The Naze Tower is an important landmark feature - further development of tall Structure

. _not be appropriate.

*. Navigational and defensive structures that prévic_fé clues to the history of the Naze sho
conserved, . pay

s The Noze is an important recreational landscape - any development in association with rs
be low key and sensitive to the coastal character.

Local References .
* Rural buildings are typically long and low and constructed from red brick and block we
clay tiles, - ‘




Dzsunct ﬂat—tapped rsdge !ocated between the.
Estuary and Fiag Creek '

Patchwork of open _ﬂefds,.

copses, mixed plantatio AN

Sand and gravel pits, now-open ,@a"ter'b_@diEs.fb -
habitats. S :

Sense of elevatfon and magmf‘ icent views, across
Mersea Istand.

Extract fram Chapman 2nd Andre 1777 Reproduced fram Ordnance Survey 1:25 D00 scale raste

map with the permission of The Controller of Her.
Majesty's Smtionary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
: Consuitanm L:cence NumberALD 852348

The Erig’ntlingsea Peninsula is densely settled as

onto the o

resuit of the expansion of the a"- rightlings
dge. The character of settiement on the ridgetop is therafore suburf}aﬂ with. dense‘ rESIde, :
$ Lid out around crescents and cu;-dc -sacs, typical of the I%Os aﬂd 7'05




The suburban estates of Brightlingsea are typical of the ma
- post war, period: They fie in streets of identical character t
than location dependent. They are constructed from a_variq’.,%‘

coloured bricks_;'.i:ifas and slates. .-

The overall strategy should be to maintain the remaining rural arej
rounding Brightlingsea and retain important views that give the r
ter. The slope crest/skyline is particularly sensitive to built devel :
extension of the existing developed areas may be accommodated Pk
siting and design - as set out in the guidance below, "

o

General Y - ' e

" All Saints Church and Brightlingseq Halt should form an historic gateway to Brightlings=a'pe
of Brightfingsea. The immediate landscape setting sand views to these features sholi}
Care should be taken when siting any new building, including agricultural building
should form part of any plan to integrate the buildings into the landscape.
Important views must be considered in the design, location and layout of new buil
from the peninsula should be retained.
Small residential extensions to Brightlingsea should be well located to the existing urban
out along the ridge top roads forming the impression of a continuous urban grea.
Redundant rural buildings provide an opportunity for reuse to accommodate new busin
sites. '

Local References S
Red brick, coloured plaster and weatherboard (black or white) are appropriate as the fin
dwellings. ' - ' e
Residential aweflings are typically simple in design, gable ended and no higher than two and




 Gently rounded ri

| dge that stretches from Point Clear eastwards to the
- Clacton Cli_ffs. o ' ) o

6i3en, _wzhdrswep'rti _Etarndsca'pé. with lict]

Rural _ia__nds.'caﬁe dominated by

ié_rge sczil'é'arable fields divided by low,
intermittent scrubby hedgerows. .

Modern seaside settlements and holiday resorts of Point Cleaf, ]
Clacton extend across thearea. =7 e S

~Clacron Pier is a landmark.

i i

7 Exwract from Chapman and Andre 1777

Repraduced fram Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scafe raster’
map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty's Smtonary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use;
Consultants Licence Number ALD §52368

pattern of the St Osyth Coastal Ridge is shown on Ch;
1777 as scattered rural buildings and villages set around rural village greens. Todayt
ridge is relatively densely settled as a result of the development of Clacton as a:cons
f9th century and the subsequent expansion of its suburbs, which has consume

Green, Here, the settlement pattern is one of dense pockets of residential devele
fields. The settlement of Clacton-on-Sea demonstrates 4 number of settlemen
grid of planned Victorian Streets to the planned post war estates and the crescenrs an
1960s estates. Jaywick is another area of dense POST war estates to the west of
of the ridge, by contrast, shows a pattern of ribbon development along the app
The Intervening rural dreas are more open and characterised by scatteréd isalated ¥
the site of former manorial halis, '

]




The suburban estates of Clacton and the inter war settiements of faywick and Point
- Clear are typical of the mass produced houses of the post war pericd. They lie in
:-streets of identical character that'is age dependent rather than location dependent.
-+ They include-bungalows and two storey houses and are constructed from a variety of
“materials including a2 mix of different coloured bricks, tiles and slates, '

Dense suburban ._.,

: Edge of Clacton
: estates - e

- GUIDANCE

The overall strategy should be to maintain the rural character of the ridge
distinct identity of the individual settlements of Ciacton, Jaywicl and Poiﬁ?f""(:‘!é he'ai a.

also performs an important function as the backdrop to the St. Osyth coastal marshes
 There may be some capacity for development in relation to existing settlement areas
Clacton, providing care is taken in location and design, as set out below, .-

General
The strategic gaps between adjacent distinct settlements such as Clacton and Jaywic
- development, along ridgetop roads would result in merger inte areas of continuous
Any new residential development should be well located in relation to the existin
. out afong the ridge roads forming the impression of a continuous built up areq.
i+ Care should be taken when siting any new building - native planting proposals shoul
- plan to integrate the buildings into the landscape. However, the open unwooded ch
< be noted. L '
. * Important views should be considered when designing the location and layout of ney
~ Include views to and from the rural, agricuftural hinterland and views to and from thi
* Redundant rural buildings provide an opportunity for reuse to accommodate new b
sites, L

. Local References -

- = Red brick, coloured plaster and weatherboard {black or white) are appropriate as th
" dwellings. Weatherboarding is common on agricuftural buildings.

« The historic setﬂenﬁgnt pattern included smalf villages set around greens - this could provic

residential areas.




Lower reaches
of Tendring.

_bf Holfand Brook and its alluvial floodplain in the south-east

Damp grass-rich fields are &'i'y_ided by_d_minage dizches or hedgerov;rs and are
of high nature conservation importance, -

Course of the river is id

ri éntiﬁable b.y the emergent marginal
bank-side willows." L -

Grewt Hond
Cominon

Y - T e

Extract from Chapman and And

re {777
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The open floodplain ic characterised by the absence of settlement.

i
£




Narrow br!dge -crossings of roads and raz[ways are the sniy bu;h: elements m the
ﬂoodplam These are typtc:aﬂy of stone or brtck, e :

=

3

General

* The Holland Brook ﬂoodp!am should remain undeve!aj:sed and is not surwble for bu:f devefopment except. fo
small scale bndges in bnck or stone)

'+ Road widening and creat;on of new crossings, e.g. on embankments would have a major impact on'th
ruraf character of the ﬂoodp!am as would unsympathet:c fivod defence structures.




_.'_:Fiat alluvial floodplain containing the meandering cot}rse of the lower reaches
. of Ramsey Creek. 7 ' !

__’Sr:ﬁali scéié'_;.pastorai_f Iandscape?' of fields and paddocks interspersed by
floodplain trees and divided by Jow hedgerows, ' -

Lower section of the f?opdplain op.ens out fnte
dominated by large arable fields.

“The Delf Pénd ahéé’ihas a diverse mosaic of open wa
grazed species-rich grassland and scattered scrub

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster .
map with the permission of The Controfler of iHer
Majesty’s Stationary OQffice, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consuliants Licence Number ALD 852368 ;

~“The open floodplain has historically been devoid of any settlement. The Ramggy C
- been drained and is now primarily in agricultural use although it also supportsiHarw
| golf course, with its club house, and playing fields on the edge of Ramsey. In addid
“ ¢rosses the floodplain on embankment and the AT20(T) follows the curve of the floodpd
<10 Davercourt. Minor roads cross the floedplain to provide access to industrial premis

valley sides,




Builc features, including the AIEO(T) embankments and bridges, disused railway line,
access roads, golf club house and signage bring a number of different materials into

the Iandscape The most tradstsonai matena!s mf th;s ﬂoodp[am landscape is wood,
suppiemen ted by br;ck o . _ :

Playing fisids

~ GUIDANCE

The overall strategy for this sensitive landscape shou!d ba t
_undeveloped character of the ﬂoadplam.

: General
- The open undeveloped chamcter should be conserved except for bridges cm:f mino

The small. scafe narrow mad and raf!way br;dges finished in brick or stone ar
- conserved. '

ie The drsused rmiway presenm an opportumty to increase rec:eatrenai access.

L _Road w:demng and creatron of new crossings, e.g. on embankments would have at
o ruraf character of the ﬂoodpfam as would unsympathetfc flood defence structures

s The Al20 (T, ) has a major fmpact on the val!ey further commercial or industrial develo
‘ wr]f not be appropnate within the context of open floodplain landscape.

T+ Access roads shoufd remain rurel in character - avo;d the mtroductfon of urbanising elemen
" kerbs and street lights.




Part of the Stour floodplain u

pstream of Caccawade Bridge, forming part of
the Dedham Vale AONB. '

North part of ﬂqé_dpfain is a mosaic of herb-rich neutral grasslands,
“marshland, open water, fen and marginal vegetation that provides important

“bird nesting sites. -

 South pért of ﬁbbdb%ain is &;jained and. managed as imprc;gd gras'éiand
divided by low, scrubby hedgerows. o :

Léhg distance fd'ot;':;éth'. St Edmund Way, crosses the southern part of the
flooplain from Manningtree to Flatford Mifl, ' .

Mainline railway on embankment passes through Manningtree Station

Industrial -estate, sewage works and electricity pylon
Manningtree. ' L

Repreduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raste
map with the permission of The Controller of He
Majesty's Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land s
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

“Historically, the open floodplain at Cattawade was characterised by the absence
largely open and undeveloped - scattered, fow fying barns and sheds, associated
use, ara typically the only builc features. Mowever on the adges of Manningtree

~of infrastructura and built development including a railway station, industrial &

“glactricity substation,

(23]
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The agricultural barns are Jow brick and wood structures with red clay dle roofs. Weatherboarding is
a feature, Manningtree Station i}srj"aﬁ__\/ictqr_'ian red brick building.” The industrial buildings on the edge of
Manningtree tend to be large structures of a variety of materials and styles with little reference to their
floodplain setting. O S : - ' ' '

Railway :
embankment g
screens industrial S
estate.” .-

General .
~ The character area should remain undeveloped except for bridges and occasional agricufiural bulldin

e Larpe scale agricultural buildings will need care in their location to ensure that they.;
features within this ope landscape:. '

i Roa& and raiﬁ_&fa}f bridg¢'§.:$.f§.ould be as ‘transparent’ as possible to allow views up an

» The. ﬂoodp:’afh‘ ;brovides,,an important open backdrop to Manningtree. Extension of Jaree sc
deve_!opments_ into the floodplain will not be appropriate.

Local Referances




Southern slopes and scenic tributary valleys of the Stour forming a sewting to
one of the most important wildlife estuaries in Europe.

| T_hé‘s'.fopes'f&ﬁ the ;’e_t.ting for,

‘ : : and views to a_r;d from, the Suffolk Coasts and
Heaths AONB on the opposite

banlg& of the Stour:

Steep wooded sides form a rural backdrop to the open waters of the Stour

Estuary. Leafy lanes drop steeply down the valtey sides,

* Shaliower valley sides support fields of é_t*abfe mci p

divided by thick

hedgerqws with hedgerow oaks,

" B1352 and magﬂ

the St_zf{;_nfk shor

ine railway pass along the coast

| i e 1

Pl Patr,

o s, ;

Repreduced from Grdnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raste
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The setdement patiern is typically sparse, consisting of isclated farmsteads and large hou
positioned to make the most of the fine views across the Stour. The greatest density o
at the head of the estuary where Manningtree and Mistley climb the steep escar,
edge. These old trading ports are focussed around the waterfront where the quays.
The historic pert of Manningtree was a thriving port by Tudor times and the ancien
the crossroads in the town centre, is still known as Market Cross. Mistley was buile
include a quay, wharfs, warehouses, and a large steam-mill. In the latter part of the
Righy built many houses, with several granaries, warehouses; a large’ malting-house;
wiiich, fs sull in operation. Ly

i

=
el




The farmsteads are often elegant buildings and are in a variety of grand designs
and styles. Red brick and clay tile are locally sourced materials. The agricuftural
outbuildings are typically red brick and black clapboard with red clay tile roofs. They
_are long and fow and of a simple design, their roofs highly visible in the landscape.

; Built development in the ports of Manningtree and Mistley has a distinctive character.
The large scale quayside development of Mistley includes Victarian red brick granaries,
i multi-storey warehouses and maltings which provide a striking skyling and a series of
interesting spaces in the town centre, A number of houses from ‘the same period of

development are lime plastered and colour rendered, often with dormer windows.
The older. dwellings are one’ Or two storey, also lime plastered and painted, and
sometimes with weatherboarding, for example on upper floors ot on the gable ends.
The roofs tend to be steeply pitched, clay tiled, and enlivened by the presence of

. dormer wind . o Rt R

2
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The overall strategy should be to maintain the sparse settlement pa:
valley slopes and the distinctive character of the historic ports. The are;
to provide the rural backdrop and setting for the Suffolk Coast a
deserves a similar high level of protection,

General e - : :
The rural character of the Stour Estuary slopes with development limited to isolaté
should be maintained. - . :
The impact of any development on the setting of the adjacent AONB landscapes {Ded,

Coast and Heaths) should be considered. Visual impact and effect of light pollution on night &
considerations in this areq... ' ' ‘

The distinctive character of the historic ports of Mistley and Manningtree should be
setting of the historic buildings and maintenance of visual and physical links betwe{.m
centres.. T -
High density or mass produced housing designs would be unsuitable in this rural e:if%"
opportunities for small scale developments of well designed village streets or green
settlements. , -
Existing key views and-landmark buildings should be identified and respected by any new propo
scheme within/adjacent to the existing settlements. T
The distinction between the estuary settlements such as Manningtree and Mistley and the platesay
of Lawford, Mistley Heath and Bradfield Heath (in adjacent character area 7A) should be maintain
The strategic gap between Manningtree and Mistley s Important in maintaining the in
these seitlements. They should not be merged through incremental development, N K
Disused industrial buildings and warehouses offer an opportunity for reuse as employment and bu
Woodland is a feature of this area and new native planting should be considered .in. rel
development. _ '
The character of the rural historic lanes should be conserved, Road widening, kerbing. and. lighting et
troduce @ more urban character.
Local References

Buildings should be united by their materials-which are typically red brick, lime plast
tie. Rt
Variation in bullding heights, presence of dormers and jettias and weatherboarding
form in the historic port seftlements. '




Steep mded rural woodod vailey system on the
Cofchester

"'--Ancxent decnduous woadland c:imgs to va]fey side.
N dommate streamlings, -

Leafy [anes drop steeply down the valiey s:de and
br [dges eg. SprmgVal! Lane,

The A120 and railway lsne in contrasn, cut across th
f gmentmg the valley both wsuaﬂy and phys;ca”y

o H ,',
S &f’r{g«f’, ‘Ba‘a, E
N ey ¥ "

-~ _J;.f

@ ]”2’0/[!
- &xtract frem Chapman and Andre {777

map vmh the permission of The Contro] er of Her;
Mﬂesqrs Swationzry Office, Crawn Copyright Land Us
Consu tants Licence Numbev ALD 852368 :

The settfement pattern is sparse, consisting of small hamlets scattered along min
“Crockleford Hill or Spring Valley Lane. These are usua ily a lvose knit group of tradiz
y woodland, Spring Valley Mill is a water mill located at a river crossing poi
hamler. Manor halls and large farm buildings are located on the upper slopes of ¢
i the adiacent Brom@ teaths landscape character area, overlookin g the valleys.




..:_-_:'_:ii!ustratioh);_ziiRoq- ﬁng material aréfiiypicaﬂy Ci?}’:tne énd mo?fg
_All colours are muted, although the white timber boarding st
 foliage of the valley woodlands. e

The averali strategy should be to maint
System with their sparse settlement pattern of small hamlets shel ;
Limited built development may be accommodated with care in sid
with the guidance below.

General -
The clear boundary with the urban edge of Colchester should be maintained an
extend into the Ardleigh Valley system.

-High density or mass produced housing designs would be unsuitable in these sp

valleys. o .
nfill or incremental development on the edges of settlements would change th

settlements or result in the merging of discrete areas.

' Small workshops could be accommodated in existing rural buildings providing that
 parking facilities do not threaten the rural character of the valleys.

Any new built development should be accessed from existing roads. ;
Narrow rural lanes are a feature of the valley. Road widening, kerbing, lighting etc w
character, : g
Traditional dwellings should be restored to conserve the vernacular architecture of ¢
Future road crossings of the valley should be constructed with bridges, rather than e;
visual and physical finks along the vafley. 5
Conserve the deciduous ancient woodland within the valleys as a setting to buith
developments retain/enhance the wooded context through appropriate planting.

Lacal References
Muted ved brick and white timbar cladding are appropricte Building materials. B
tifes are #ot suitable in this rural location,




A.égries of distinct river valleys, éteep sided in piaﬁéé. containing Sixpenry,
Tenpenny and Bentley Brooks and including the slopes down to the Colne

Estuary. . '

“An intimate, wooded character which cantrasts with the adjacen
_large scale open arable landscapes of the Heathland Fiateaux.,

~ Extensive areas of deciduous woodland iﬁ'éludingTherringtonhéﬂWood,'one
« of the largest ancient woodlands in the districe. S :

“Historic lanes drop steepl
historic crossing points.

Recent infill has resulie'_d_ in ribbon develtbpment?a-
“Cross. ' R o Dot

and Andre 1777

; B N s .o
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 seale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her
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Extract from Chapman

Historically, the vafleys were characterised by the absence of built development ,
the surrounding Plateaux. Within the valleys settlement remains sparse and consists

1Y . g
and isolated farms afong minor lanes such as Thorrington Road, YWivenhoe Road
usually @ loose knit group of traditional buildings sheltered by woodland, aithoi

resulced in Fibbon development, for axample on the edae of Thorringtod Cross.




Rural dwellings are typically small scale, one and a half or two storey buildings of a simple form with gable
ends. Steeply pitched roofs, sometimes with dormer windows, and end chimneys are typical. Materials
are predominanty red brick, often semi-clad with timber boarding. Roofs are typically phain clay tile on
residential dwellings- or clay pantile on agricultural buildings. All colours are muted, although the white
simber boarding stands out against the green foliage of the valley woadlands, - 20 3 LR

Risbon
o] development on
Jenpenny Hill -

£

] Sparse settie_ment

The overall sﬁréteg‘y should be to maintain the sparse settleme
rural buildings, within the intimate wooded valley context. Limited |
be accommeodated with care in siting and design in line with the But

General :

The sparse, settlement pattern is a key feature. High density or mass produced
appropriate in this rural environment, ' _
The scattered, settlement with cottages and isofated farms along minor lanes shitih
increrheﬁ_t_f@l_development on the edges of settlements would change their “loose’.of

merger of existing discrete areas.

Small workshops could. be accomimodated in redundant rural buildings providing tha
and ensure that the access roads and parking facilities do not threaten the rural charac
Any new built development should be accessed from existing roads. The narrow rurdl o
Widening, kerbing or lighting would produce a more urban characier.

Any future road crossings of the valley should be constructed with bridges, rather th
clear visual and physical links along the valley.

Native deciduous woodland within the valleys should form a backdrop for any built'develo
development should be accompanied by new native tree planting,

Local References
Bright coloured bricks or roof tiles are not appropriate in these valleys. Muted |
cladding are suitable building materials.




Steep sided . va![ey containing Holland Brook and its tributaries, Tendring
Bmok and Weeiey Emok and Psckers Dn:ch

Seasonal[y 'waterlogged_ soils support _.'{i_. mixed'_ wooded and pastoral

~Ancient woodlands typically dommated by eak, ash and sweat chestnut, aze
located in the wetter areas and on the steeper s!cpes Alder, Wil!aw sedwes'

and reads are present in the woodlands al‘::ncr the s reamlines

Lanes drop down the valiey s:d:s and cross Lhe St
pmms, on stone or brick br:dges

iy;:ncal!y dev id 'of buile" development except"f :
former corn miﬂ at Crow Bi“ldge

Picker’s Ditch has been encroached upon by r
Clacton.

Ex"'"cc from Chapman znd Andre 1777
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2 Historically, the vaile}s were characterised by the absence of built development W!th i
surrounding Platezsux. Today, settlement remains sparse within the valleys and consist:
and isolated farms along minor fanes such as CiC‘f‘v’v Lane, Thorpe Road and Statlcm Re:
a icose knit grcmp of waditional buildings sheltere by woodland, zlnhough mer
ribbon develo em: containing a variety of hou i 1g styles,

s

i
L)



BUILT CHARACTE|

Rural dweliings are typicaily positioned on the roadside and are small scale, ore and
a half or two storey buildings of a simple form with gable ends. Steeply pitched
roofs, sometimes with dormer windows, and end chimneys are typical. ' Materials are
predominantly red brick, often semi-clad with tmber boarding. Roofs are typicafly plain
clay tle on dwellings or clay pantile on agricultural buildings. There are also a number if
newer dwellings scartered along the rural lanes, These are often set back from the road
and large in scale, sometimes with imposing gateways. Thorpe Maitings is a landmark
building and is located next to Thorpe Station, . - - S C

| Scattered
styles,

Thé 'évérafl ééra"ceéy should be to".ﬁ%zii'ntain the sparse ééf:ﬂf;lim;ﬁ
character of the HollandValley System. Limited built development:
with care in siting and design in line with the guidance below.

General ' o %
The contrast between the peaceful unsettled valley and the urban edge at Clacton s
Development should not extend further into the vafley system or its setting. -
The sparse, settlement pattern is q key feature. High density or mass produced housing

© ' appropriate in this rural environment, et G
= The scattered, settlement with loose knit groups of roadside cottages and isolated fi
should be conserved. Infill or incremental development on the edges of settlements
open character or result in merger of existing discrete areas,
= Landmark Buildr‘ngs, such asThorpe Maltings, should be conserved and restored. Thi
~ for re-use as an employment site.
- Small workshops could be accommodated in redundant rural buildings providing that associgt
~ and parking facilities do not threaten the rural character of the valleys.
* New built development should be accessed from existing roads. The narrow rural g
widening, kerbing or lighting would resuft in g more urban character:
* Road crossings of the valley should be small scale and constructed with bridges, raif
retain clear visual and physical finks along the valley.
° Native deciduous woodland within the valleys should form a backdrop for any buit
built development should be accompanied by new native tree planting.

Local References 4
* Bright coloured bricks or roof tiles are not appropriate in this rural location, Muted

¢

fadding are suitable building marerials. - _ s : st e

oy




'_ __Disﬂncdygé_teep sided valley of Ramsey Creek and its tributaries, extending
inland form Harwich. '

'Wooc.i_e_d_ p‘a';stroraf lahdscape with valley sides supporting small scale ééﬁtorai
fields divided by thick hedgerows with hedgerow caks.

-zthStO”C 'Elf“é‘én fanes ‘wind their x?af_ do}fvi?".the vail ‘.x—x

Historic river crossing points still survive,”

.Ai 20(T) follcé\&}é' the contours at th

Distinctive pattern of settlement with farmsteads, halls along the
plus the small linear setdement of Ramsey Swreet, -

 Residential estates and large factory buildings have e_n;:macﬁed inta the rura
- valley landscape at Upper Dovercourt, . e -

Reproduced from Qrdnance Survey 1125 060 scale raste
map with the permission of The Controller of Ha
Majesty's Swationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use,
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

Historically, the valleys have been characterised by a low density scartered patt
small hamlets afong rural lanes. Michaelstow Hall is positionad to take advantage
Ramsey Street is the only settlerent within the valley. ftis a rural street clo
properties and.a prominent windmill, located at the top of the slope, which ;
feature. At the northern end of the valley, dense 20th centurwesubirban. dey

e

Dovercourt, has expanded down the valley slopes,




The overall sfrategy should be to maintain the distinct sett!'emefxtap

the ridgeline,

The scattered farmsteads and halls are typically red brick, sometimes rendered, and
often of impressive scale and design. Michaelstowe Hall is a nec-Georgian red brick
house re-built on the site of the firmer building. Agricultural buildings are long and low
and constructed from red brick and weatherboarding with clay pantile roofs.
The rural dwellings of the hamlets and villages are, by contrast, small scale and of a
_simple form with gable ends. Ramsey Street illustraces a particularly tight.seelement
pattern with buildings facing directly onto a narrow lane. The buildings’
street have steeply pitched mansard roofs, often with darmer windows
that enliven the roofscape. Materials are predominantly red brick, often’p
semi-clad with timber boarding. Roofs are typically plain clay tie of
The 20th century suburban esttes do not respond to the local vgrii

halls and farmsteads within the context of the rural wooded and’
Limited built development may he accommodated with care in siting
with the guidance below, :

General i
The contrast between the peaceful unsettled valley and the urban edge ot Upp
maintained, Development should not extend further into the valley system or its settf
The sparse, low density settlement pattern should be conserved. High density or mass pr
would not be appropriate in this rural environment. .
The scattered farmsteads, halls and hamlers is a key feature. Infill or incremental devel G
lanes would change this “loose open character or resuft in the merger of existing discrete g
Valley settlement is traditionally located at bridging points, close to the valley floor - it 'sh d'r

Landmark buildings such as Michaelstow Hall, St. Michael’s Church, Thorpe Malting
should be conserved.

Small workshops could be accommadated in redundant rural buildings providing th
and parking facilities do not threaten the rural character of the valleys,

New built development should be accessed from existing roads. The narrow rural
widening, kerbing or lighting would result in a more urban character

Road crossings of the valley should be smalf scafe and constructed with bridges, rather
retain clear visual and physical finks along the valfey. '
Native deciduous woedland within the valleys should form a backdrop for any buifti
development should be accompanied by new native tree planting. There are oppor
the impact of the A1 20(T).

Local References
Ramsey Street comprises simple buildings with gable ends and steeply pitched roofs
read. Dormer windows and chimney stacks enliven the roofacape I



: Expo;éd and winéﬁmept plateau corresponding
district, with deep loamy soils.

" Extensive 'r;r@_a'ble landseape of large productive fi
_hedgerows where hedgerow oaks stand out .

_ ._Appie orchards around Ard'ieigh, E]mSFQad and Fra
of poplar or fast growing Leylandii, © -+ :

Areas of former heath have been converted to s
~areas of regenerated woodland.

Low density, rural settlement pattern of scattere
villages and small market towns. '

A network of narrow lanes connects the scattet
roadside verges often contain gorse and bracken.

.D.omi_na‘cing_s!'{yscape.

Crandiosird

g Giegtdr T

7
Chd

~ SN
Repreduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her

Muajesty’s Statiomnry Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consulrants Licence Number ALD 852368

" The settlement pattern comprises an ancient pattern of isolated farms, hamlets and villages interspersed
“with fields. ‘lt contains three principal elements. The firse type of built form is the rural manorial hal
{ts church, such as Little Bromley Hall and Elmstead Hall. These manorial halls are agricultural settlem
-.and often have large agricultural outbuildings of local interest. A modern settlement by the same name'i
1 often located away from the hafl and church. The secand type of buift development is the rural village, most:
* usually located around a village green or market square, such as Frating Green, Balls Green and Efmstead
~Market. There is often ribbon devalopment and infilling associated with these settdemenis
“:ioss of the historic village green. The third type is recognised as scattered rural sertlernérn

- heath. As.the heaths have been lost, infill has altered the character of thase Sectl
“remain rurdl in character. Examples include Elrmstead Heath, Bradfield Meath and Crock




The churches, many of which date back to the
oldest built elements and are constructed from fli
brick. The adjacent manor halls are often elegan
of the original building, and are a variety of grand &
and clay tile are locally sourced materials. The a
typically red brick and black cfapboard with red ¢l
and low and of a simple design, their roofs highly vi
- The rural hamlets and villages contain cotrages, ty
and half storeys and with dormer windows. They
painted in white or pastel shades. The roofs ar
pitched and sometimes mansard, Dwellings are
these gable ends are sometimes weatherboarded. The
tile. : C S

Weatherboarded

GUIDANCE
The Bmmiéy Heaths has méint&ined an ancient rural settlement
recent new development. The strategy should be to conserve this
settlement and ensure that this provides the framewaork for any n

noerthern plateau edges are particularly sensitive to developmen
frorn and intrude on the settting of the Suffolk Coast and Meaths A

General T
The large scale open landscape means that particular care must be taken in siting and-design. “Any:

development, even of single farm buildings has the potential to be highly visible over long distances,
Plateau edges form higly visible skylines and are particularly sensitive to built development. == :
Maintain the historic dispersed settlement pattern of hamlets, scattered farmsteads and tistinct villages. Fu
incremental finear development along roads would distupt this pattern. The identity of irdividual villages should
be maintained. 7 el

The isolated halls and churches located separately from their village are a specidf historic fecture. The
setting of these buildings should be conserved - they should not be integrated within. extensions. of adje
settlements. = :

The church towers frequently form preminent landmark features within this open lapdscape.and
features should be conserved. :
Care should be taken in the siting of communication masts or other vertical elements - isolated elery
act as fandmark features but several can lead to a cluttered skyline, e ) :
New buildings should. be constructed in such as way that they blend with the landscape in scale, eolour-and -
design. In this very large scale, open fandscape it would be inappropriate to try to hide a new building hehind -
earth bunds or vegetation, e
Areas of new residential development should generally be closely related to existing settlements - there may be
apportunities to restore or recreate village greens as a focus for development. kN PR
The loose pattern of setdement around former areas of heathland/commons should be maintained: Infil-and
extensions would create @ different compact character. i S o
New employment sites must be well located in relation to existing settlements. Redundant agricultural buildings
may offer apportunities for re use as employment sites. - o
Opportunities exist for innovative architecture provided it fits with the scale of the fandscape, responds to focaf
landform and utilise local materials. - S

Local References &
Sympathetic roof design and materials is critical to the character of agricultural building

-~

- Locol features of interest, such as louvred panels, con add detaif to farm buildings.

63



Heaths encompassing Great Bentley and

Highty p_fé_&juctfyé__ﬁpen pl.é;‘c!é.au of _..ﬁ_:r:_éble ‘jﬁ._r._elds divided by low, gappy
hedgerows with occasional hedgerow paks, _

- Ancient woodlands form bacldrop to views and are typically sweet chestnut
. coppice with oak standards. b L

Sandy nature of tﬁ_g.’_s_qii is visible in théhédgerows and roadside verges which
often contain gorse and bracken. L

“ villages, the:villages traditionally focussed around.a-viltage green;heath or -
common, but including more recent linear development..

: Tradition'ai‘-_.r_urai_"',sett‘irement{';i:attern of scattered firmsteads, hamlets and e

- Network of narrow lanes connacts the scattered. farms and
- with important roadside trees or verges.

TG OLL

o

Extract from Chapman and Andre 1777

\ E P h"*-\’ e
Raproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
mag with the permission of The Controlier of Her
Majesty’s Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land s
Consultents Licence Number ALD 852368

The settlement pattern is an ancient pattern of isolated farms, hamlets and villageg Scatte
often large and have extensive outbuildings. The rural villages are usually set arotind a vil
Bentey is reputed to have the largest village green in England, but Aingers Gree los

green as a result of housing infill. St Osyth would have been the sarliest sett]
dating baclk to the Bth century. It is essentially a small medieval town associated
of 5t Qsyth. The medieval village was probably clustered around a viliage green
& market place. The former market place has since bean mostly infiiled by buile
contrast, is a rural hamler of scattered rural settlement on a former isolazed
development is evidentat Row Hearh and South Heath. -More modern devels has'e
viliages and there are in addition more recent bungalow developments along the Furdl lanes.:




_-::;;-guﬁ.é:m%?icg

" The St Osyth/Great Bentle

&

UILT CHARACTER

yth‘e'olde—st bﬁi!éﬁng in the area with some parts dating back
to the early 12th century. The lack of building stone in this part of Essex means thas

gatehouse exhibiting a good example of Essex “flushwork', which uses split flints to
infill the freestone decoration. The gatehouse is set back from the road behind "The
Bury’an historic village green, The churches, many of which date back to the 12-{ 4th
centuries, are the next oldest built elements and are constructed from flint, ashiar
stong, timber and briclk. The rural farmsteads are often ¢onstructed from red brick and

“ornate’in their design. The agricultural outbyildings are typically red brick and black
clapboard with red clay tile roofs, They are long and low and of a simple design, their

roofs highly visible in the landscape.

The rural hamlets and villages conain cottages, typically of a simple design and set

directly onto the street. They are often plastered and painted or clad in weatherboard.

The roofs are typically steeply pitched and traditionally clay tiled and the roofscape is

_enlivened by dormer windows and chimneys, S '

Setlement
. around village
greens. -7

-

i 3&&’/ - M

y“Heéﬂttﬁs has maintained an ancient fuga}
of scattered farmsteads with distinct villages set around greens;
development on areas of former heath. The strategy should be to-¢:

settlement character. This pattern should provide the framework §

The plateau edges frequently form a skyline. Any built development in these locati ,
Maintain the historic dispersed settlement pattern of hamlets, scattered farmsteaa
Further incremental linear development along roads would disrupt this pattern. Th
should be maintained, ' _ '

Church towers frequently form prominent landmark features within this open la
features should be conserved.

Care should be taken in the siting of communication masts or other vertical element:
act as landmark features but several can lead to a cluttered skyline. .
New buildings should be constructed in such as way that they blend with the fandscape
design. In this area the presence of large blocks of native woodland suggests that ne
be appropriate to help integrate buildings into the landscape. ‘
Areas of new residential development should generally be closely related to existing
opportunities to restore or re<create village greens as a focus for development. )
The loose pattern of settlement around village greens or former areas of heathland,
be maintained. Infill and extensions would create a different compact character.
New employment sites must be well located in relation to existing settlements. Redundant agricult
may offer opportunities for re use as employment sites.
Opportunities exist for innovative architecture provided it fits with the scale of the lands ape
fandform and utifises local materials,

Local References :
Flastered and pastel painted finishes and weatherboord are particularly characteristic in th
Roofs are typically steeply pitched and finished in clay effect tiles of muted colours. ir
chimneys add vernaculor interest to the roofscape. - G e
Roofs of agricutiural barns and other low buildings are critical to their appearance

Feqtures of interest, such as louvred panels, can odd detaif 1o farm buildings.



' __Gent!y Qndt}iﬁt}ng rufai_'agricu!tu;ai

: : 7 plateau in the north-east of Tendring
- -underfain by London Clay. -

| Remcte?frdtjral araﬁiaélkléﬁdscapeféf f_}i%ge scale, geometric fields divided by low,
83ppy hedgerows with occasional hedgerow trees.

Small remnants of ancient woodlands have 2 neglected coppice with standards
structure, s T e

:"V:'Hagews are typica_li)_i___fbciissed
been inﬁﬁed_ by hou's'ir:ig_‘_ __

i Views of church towers'and spires across the landscape.

SETTLEMENT CHA

. KRN

+ % Extract from Chapman and Andre [777 ..

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 scale raster
map with the permission of The Controller of Her
Majesty's Sationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use
Consultants Licence Number ALD 852368

“The settlement pattern is essentially an ancient pattern of isolated farms, hamlets
halls are typically large, ornate country houses which have been remodelled on th
halls. Farmsteads are often large and have extensive outbuildings., Also characterist
“village streets where a number of cottages line a short strecch of road, sometime:
- street with views out over the landscape. Examples include Tendring, Beaumor
-greens are also a feature of the area and would have formed a focus for the villap&s o Tendring
Stones Green and Goose Green, Many of these greens have subsequently been infi
been eliminated by road widening, although they have retained their names. Wix is
- character grea, developing from 2 crossing of two roadsat. Wick's Cross’.close,
setlement 9f Wik Abbay, ' S

&

Cin




BUILT CHARACTE

‘Beaumont Hall is a characteristic example of Essex brick architecture of the mid | 7¢h
century and Royden Hall exhibits | 6th century features including turrers and pinnacles
associated with the west gable. These manorial halls ars agricuitural settlements and
often have large agricultural cutbuildings of local interest which incorporate red brick,

-black clapboard with red clay tile roofs in their design. They tend to be long and low
lying and sometimes exhibit diverse roof structures including half-hippad designs. The

. rural village streets and villages contain cottages, typically of a simple design and set
- directly onto’the street. They are often plastered and painted light colours or clad in

weatherboard:“ The roofs are typically steeply pitched and traditionally clay tiled. The
roofscape is enfiveried by dormer windows and chimneys. In addition the area contains
some more recent development as infill on village greens, or scattered at low density

along rural lanes, = R AL L

-

S R

. This area has maintained 2 rural settlement pattern.
" conserve the low density, rural settlement pattern characterised by i
~and village greens and ensure that this provides the framework for any
. The plateau edges are particularly sensitive to developriient,
‘General S
< Maintain the low. density, dispersed settlement pattern of hamlets, villages and sc‘{;'zrtergd farmste
-~ identity of individual villages. Incremental linear development along roads would diseibeghis pattern,
The plateau edges form a skyline e.g. to the Stour Estuary/Hamford Water. Any deve Lin.thi
. thé potential to be highly visible. . :
<« The rural village streets often have houses on one side of the street only, for |
. Whrabness. If the other side of the street were to be developed, this would alter the:
~obstruct open views across the landscape.
~» Visuol impact and the effects of light pollution on night skies are important consider
.. * High density or mass produced housing designs would be unsuitable in this rural enifgqq;ne _
_opportunities for small scale developments of well deigned village streets. Properties should be
 and set directly onto the street. ;
* The scattered woodland.resource suggests that new native planting should be consider

development. i i

s Existing key views and landmark buildings should be identified and respected by any new propo
scheme within/adjacent to the existing settlements. e :

* The character of th'e_rura_l historic lanes should be conserved. Road widening, kerbing, lighting
a more urban character,” S s
i.ocal References "

» Plastered and light painted finishes and weatherboard are suitoble in the hamlets ¢

= Hoofs are typically stéépi;f pitched and tited in clay effect tiles of muted colours. Simp
chimneys help to enliven the roofscape. BT

« Roofs of agricuftural 5__&{‘}75-: and other low buildings are critical to the oppearance of i




Und_f:riain by__‘g;_solid g’e.élogy of li'c::hdqn Clay which gives rise to s_Ic:wiy.
permeable, seasonalfy _y'\r_aj;arloggef:i clayey soils and standing water. '

"Hédgero@%‘_"-‘—ES divide arable fields.

S Rémﬁéﬁts of ancient oak and sWé’é_t chestnut coppice woéd!and, inéludiné
Weeleyhall Wood, one of the finest woods within the district. i

Good access provided by the A133,B1033 and BI441 which form a backb

for the ribbon development that dominates the areas arcund Clacton ar
Frinton, ‘ R _ L

“Urban firi_ge_z character enhanced by presence of nurserie
paddocks, holiday parks and industrial ‘estates on the edgi

Tharpe—fé-Soken is 2 rural sett'iéiﬁent, 1mportant l"'n'._ined_ié
~wealth of histori¢ huildings. .

Exvact from Chepman and Andre 1777 Reproduced from Qrdnance Survey 1:25 000 seale rascer

map with the permission of The Conualler of H
Majesty's Stationary Office, Crown Copyright Land Use;
Consuitants Licence Number ALD 852368 !

_This area is densely settled as a result of the popularity of seaside resorts ofC?
the early and mid |9th century and the good access provided by the A133, B1033 5
N N T . %“z—m YR

form the backbone for development today and the original village centres are offen ¢
development, for example Great Clacton. Ribban development along the B4
-settlements of Great Clacton, Little Clacton and Weeley while ribbon devel

opmg
merged Frinton with Kirby Cross, The landscape

has a distinet urban fringe ¢

modern residential estates on the edges of Clacton, Frinton and Walton as well

paddocks, holiday parks and industrial estares. Despite the rece
ristoric settlement pactern, for example at Grear Holland.

ik eve_lquaf_}gz_nt, g




R

The Saxon settlements of the Bovills and the Engaines (Gidea™Hall and Bovill's Hall)
stand in close proximity on the ancient road to Little Clacton. Thase, and other
manorial halls in the area, are agricultural settlements and often have farge agricuttural
outbuildings of tocal interest which incorporate red brick, black clapboard with red:
clay tile roofs in their design. They tend to be long and low lying and simple in design.
The rural villages conwin cottages and larger houses, set directly onto the street
They are often plastered and painted light colours or partially clad in weatherboard,
The roofs are typically steeply pitched, sometimes mansard, and traditonaily clay
tited. The roofscape is enlivened by dormer windows and chimneys. These older
properties are often surrounded by inter-war and post-war development, either as
ribbon development or in large residential estates, where mass produced marerials
bear lictle relation to local character. Thorpe-le-Soken was an important settfement in
medieval times and has a wealth of historic buildings. Cop

Agricuttural buildings are lo
and low, '

This area has been densely settled and the underlying rural character erg
suburbs and linear development, The strategy should be to conserv
settlemnent pattern in rural areas, maintain the distinetive identity of indi
and enhance the character of the urban fringe. There may be som
development adjacent to existing setlements in line with the following ¢
Generzl

The strategic gaps between adjacent settlements such as Clacton-on-Sea and Little €I
Frinton, and Great Holland and Kirby Cross are important to maintain their individual dentnie
Native planting proposals should form an integral part of any development propos I
buildings into the landscape. There are considerable opportunities for new woodlands #
of the urban fringe around Clacton. ‘

Any development on the urban fringe should seek to enhance landscape charac
landscape management - it should not result in the severence/neglect of agricufturaf |
The plateau edges frequently form a skyline/sening for low lving areas and ar
development. !
The historic settlement pattern included smalf viflages set around greens - this could hrovi
residential aregs.
important views should be considered when designing the location and laycut of né
include views to and from the rural, agricultural hinteriand aend views to important
Employment sites should be well located in relation to existing settlements. Redqﬁ
may provide an opportunity for re use to accornmodate new business and employmen
Local References :
Red brick, coloured plaster and weatherboard (black or white) form the finished fg
Weatherboarding is common on agricultural buildings.

Roofs are typically steeply pitched and tiled in clay effect tifes of muted colours,
chimneys help to enliven the # ' -

3 fo AF moririabie e I s
Rooft of agriziliurel borns and

buitdings are critical 1o the appeory
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